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AGENDA 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

 REGULAR MEETING 

RUSH PARK 
3021 Blume Drive 

Rossmoor, California 

Tuesday, January 12, 2016 

7:00 p.m. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This agenda contains a brief description of each item to be considered. Except as provided by law; no action shall be 
taken on any item not appearing in the agenda. To speak on an item, complete a Speaker Request Form(s) identifying the 
item(s) and topic and deposit it in the speaker request box. To speak on a matter not appearing in the agenda, but under the 
jurisdiction of the Board of Directors, you may do so during Public Comments at the beginning of the meeting. Speaker 
request forms must be deposited prior to the beginning of Public Comments. When addressing the Board, it is requested 
that you state your name for the record. Address the Board as a whole through the President. Comments to individual 
Directors or staff are not permitted. Speakers are limited to three (3) minutes per item with nine (9) minutes cumulative 
for the entire meeting. Supporting documentation is available for review in the Rush Park main office, 3001 Blume Drive, 
Rossmoor, 90720—9:00 am - 5:00 pm, Monday-Friday. The Agenda is available online at: http://www.rossmoor-csd.org. 
Meetings are broadcast live on LATV-3 and may also be viewed on Vimeo.com or on our website at http://www.rossmoor-
csd.org. 

A. ORGANIZATION 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. 

2. ROLL CALL: Directors Burgess, Casey, DeMarco, Maynard 
President Kahlert 

3. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

4. PRESENTATIONS

a. Proclamation re: Park Superintendent Omero Perez for 22 Years of Exemplary Service to the District.

b. Proclamation re: Recreation Superintendent Chris Argueta for Outstanding Achievement with Winter
Festival. 

c. Mr. John Cox, ValleyCrest Landscape Co. re: Drought Measures Update.

d. President Kahlert (2015) State of the District Address

5. ELECTION OF OFFICERS

B. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA – None 

In accordance with Section 54954 of the Government Code (Brown Act), action may be taken on items not on the 
agenda, which was distributed, if: 

A majority of the Board determines by formal vote that an emergency exists per Section 54956.5 (for 
example, work stoppage or crippling disaster which severely impairs public health and/or safety); or 
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Two-thirds (2/3) of the Board formally votes or, if less than 2/3 of members are present, all of the Board 
members present vote, that there is a need to take immediate action, which arose after the agenda was 
posted. 

C. PUBLIC FORUM 

Any person may address the Board of Directors at this time upon any subject within the jurisdiction of the Rossmoor 
Community Services District; however, any matter that requires action may be referred to Staff at the discretion of 
the Board for a report and action at a subsequent Board meeting. 

D. REPORTS TO THE BOARD-None 

E.  CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. MINUTES.

a. Regular Board Meeting of December, 8, 2015.

2. NOVEMBER 2015 REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT.

Consent items are expected to be routine and non-controversial, to be acted upon by the Board of Directors at one 
time.  If any Board member requests that an item be removed from the Consent Calendar, it shall be removed by the 
President so that it may be acted upon separately.   

F. PUBLIC HEARING-None. 

G. RESOLUTIONS 

1. RESOLUTION NO. 16-01-12-01 LIST OF OFFICIALS AUTHORIZED TO TRANSACT BUSINESS WITH
THE DISTRICT’S BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTION. 

2. RESOLUTION NO. 16-01-12-02 REJECTION OF GOVERNMENT CLAIM—MERCURY INSURANCE
GROUP. 

3. RESOLUTION NO. 16-01-12-03 REJECTION OF GOVERNMENT CLAIM—BRENT WOOD.

ORDINANCES-None   

H. REGULAR CALENDAR 

1. REPORT OF THE TREES/PARKWAYS COMMITTEE RE: RESIDENT REQUEST TO TRIM PARKWAY
TREE BY PRIVATE ARBORIST. 

2. REPORT OF THE TREES/PARKWAYS COMMITTEE RE: RESIDENT REQUEST FOR REMOVAL OF
PARKWAY TREE. 

1. GENERAL MANAGER ITEMS

This part of the Agenda is reserved for the General Manager to provide information to the Board on issues that are
not on the Agenda, and/or to inform the Board that specific items may be placed on a future Agenda.  No Board
action may be taken on these items that are not on the Agenda.

J. BOARD MEMBER ITEMS

Page 4 of 104



3 

This part of the Agenda is reserved for individual Board members briefly to make general comments, 
announcements, reports of his or own activities, and requests of staff, including that specific items be placed on a 
future Agenda. The Board may not discuss or take action on items not on the Agenda. 
 

K. CLOSED SESSION-None  
 
 ADJOURNMENT 
 

It is the intention of the Rossmoor Community Services District to comply with the Americans With Disabilities Act 
(ADA) in all respects.  If, as an attendee or a participant at this meeting, you will need special assistance beyond 
what is normally provided, the District will attempt to accommodate you in every  reasonable manner. 

 
Please contact the District Office at (562) 430-3707 at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting to inform us 
of your particular needs and to determine if accommodation is feasible.  Please advise us at that time if you will 
need accommodations to attend or participate in meetings on a regular basis. 

 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.5, any writing that: (1) is a public record; (2) relates to an agenda 
item for an open session of a regular meeting of the Board of Directors; and (3) is distributed less than 72 hours 
prior to that meeting, will be made available for public inspection at the time the writing is distributed to the Board 
of Directors. 
  
Any such writing will be available for public inspection at the District offices located at 3001 Blume Drive, 
Rossmoor, CA 90720.  In addition, any such writing may also be posted on the District’s web site at www.rossmoor-
csd.org. 

Page 5 of 104





ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

AGENDA ITEM A-4 

Date: January 12, 2016 

To: Honorable Board of Directors 

From: General Manager 

Subject: PRESENTATIONS FOR MEETING OF JANUARY 12, 2016 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Receive presentations. 

BACKGROUND: 

The report reflects the order of presentations for your Regular 
January Meeting of the Board. 

a. Proclamation re: Park Superintendent Omero Perez for 22
Years of Exemplary Service to the District. 

b. Proclamation re: Recreation Superintendent Chris Argueta for
Outstanding Achievement with Winter Festival. 

c. Mr. John Cox, ValleyCrest Landscape Co. re: Drought Measures
Update. 

d. Board President William Kahlert re: 2015 State of the District
Address. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Proclamation re: Park Superintendent Omero Perez.

2. Proclamation re: Recreation Superintendent Chris Argueta.

3. 2015 State of the District.
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

AGENDA ITEM A-4a 

Date: January 12, 2016 

To: Honorable Board of Directors 

From: General Manager 

Subject: PROCLAMATION RE: PARK SUPERINDENDENT OMERO PEREZ 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Present Proclamation. 

BACKGROUND: 

Park Superintendent Omero Perez is the longest serving employee of 
the District. In his capacity as Park Superintendent, has been 
responsible for the care and maintenance of the District’s parks and 
facilities. He has worked tirelessly for 22 years to preserve and 
maintain all of the District’s property. He is to be commended for 22 
years of exemplary service to the District.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Proclamation re: Park Superintendent Omero Perez.
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WHEREAS, Omero Perez began his employment with the Rossmoor Community 
Services District in 1994. In his current capacity as Park Superintendent, Mr. Perez 
has been responsible for the care and maintenance of the District’s parks and 
facilities, and 
 

WHEREAS, Mr. Perez has dedicated 22 years of faithful service to the Rossmoor 
Community and is the District’s longest serving employee. He has worked tirelessly 
to preserve and maintain all of the District’s property and has been invaluable as an 
operational coordinator for community special events and board meetings, and 
 

WHEREAS, Omero Perez has been an integral part of the Capital Improvement 
Projects Committee and a key contributor to the planning and implementation of 
projects such as the Montecito Center upgrade, Rossmoor Community Center 
renovation, Rush Park Canopy Project and more recently, the turf replacement  
and park irrigation upgrades, and 
 

WHEREAS, Mr. Perez has consistently proven his ability to forge positive 
relationships with his supervisors, coworkers, residents and community leaders and 
he is respected and beloved by everyone he encounters. His willing and 
cooperative spirit, consideration for others and positive nature is truly exemplary, 
and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Rossmoor 
Community Services District desires by this Proclamation to acknowledge and 
commend Park Superintendent Omero Perez for his thoughtful leadership, unwavering 
dedication and outstanding service to the Rossmoor Community Services District and 
the entire community of Rossmoor. 
 

ADOPTED, This 12th day of January, 2016. 
          ATTEST: 
 

_____________________________       __________________________  
Bill Kahlert, President of the Board        James D. Ruth, General Manager 
Rossmoor Community Services District         Rossmoor Community Services District 

PROCLAMATION of APPRECIATION 
PARK SUPERINTENDENT 

OMERO PEREZ 
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

 
AGENDA ITEM A-4b 

 
Date: January 12, 2016 
 
To: Honorable Board of Directors 
 
From: General Manager 
 
Subject: PROCLAMATION RE: RECREATION SUPERINDENDENT CHRIS 

ARQUETA 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Present Proclamation. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Recreation Superintendent Chris Argueta, who was recently appointed 
to that post, was given the responsibility for developing the District’s 
first Winter Festival. The task had a very short timeline and needed 
his full attention to bring together all of the elements which resulted 
in an outstanding event. The festival was well attended and many 
participants remarked on what a wonderful time they and their 
families experienced.  Superintendent Argueta is to be commended for 
a job well done. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 
1. Proclamation re: Recreation Superintendent Chris Argueta. 
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WHEREAS, Chris Argueta began his employment with the Rossmoor Community 
Services District in 2010. He was hired as a part time Recreation Coordinator and 
Maintenance Assistant and successfully performed a variety of recreation and 
maintenance tasks within this dual capacity, and 
 

WHEREAS, During his over five years of service, Chris Argueta has been an 
integral part of the Parks and Facilities Committee and a key contributor to the 
planning and implementation of capital improvement projects such as the Rush 
Park Tot Lot and Picnic Canopy projects, the Rossmoor Park community center 
and playground renovations, and a variety of notable community projects, and 
 

WHEREAS, In his current capacity as a full time Recreation Superintendent, Mr. 
Argueta has been an essential component in the success of the District’s youth 
programs, sporting events, community events and special events, and 
 

WHEREAS, In the latter part of 2015 Chris Argueta was assigned the significant 
responsibility of developing the District’s first annual Winter Festival. The task was 
complex with an extremely short timeline, challenging deadlines and required full 
focus to successfully conduct the variety of elements involved, and 
 

WHEREAS, Despite these many challenges and against all odds, Chris Argueta 
succeeded in organizing a truly outstanding event. The Winter Festival was well 
attended, well run, highly praised and enjoyed by all who attended. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Rossmoor 
Community Services District desires by this Proclamation to acknowledge and 
commend Recreation Superintendent Chris Argueta for demonstrating excellent 
leadership skills and outstanding service to the Rossmoor Community Services District 
and the Rossmoor community. 
 

ADOPTED, This 12th day of January, 2016. 
          ATTEST: 
 

_____________________________       __________________________  
Bill Kahlert, President of the Board        James D. Ruth, General Manager 
Rossmoor Community Services District         Rossmoor Community Services District 

PROCLAMATION of APPRECIATION 
RECREATION SUPERINTENDENT 

CHRIS ARGUETA 
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

 
AGENDA ITEM A-4c 

 
 
Date: January 12, 2016 
 
To: Honorable Board of Directors 
 
From: General Manager 
 
Subject: MR. JOHN COX, VALLEYCREST LANDSCAPE CO. RE: 

DROUGHT MEASURES UPDATE 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive Presentation. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Mr. Cox will update the Board and the community on drought 
measures taken by ValleyCrest Landscape Co. on behalf of the District. 
 
ATTACHMENTS-None  
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

AGENDA ITEM A-4d 

Date: January 12, 2016 

To: Honorable Board of Directors 

From: Board President William Kahlert 

Via: General Manager 

SUBJECT: 2015 STATE OF THE DISTRICT ADDRESS 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Receive presentation. 

BACKGROUND: 

It is customary for the President of the Board to deliver a State of the 
District Address as the final act prior to election of Board Officers for 
the coming year.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. 2015 State of the District Address.
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STATE OF THE DISTRICT 
2015 

Presented By: 
William Kahlert, Board President 

Rossmoor Community Services District 
 
I am very proud to report that the Rossmoor Community Services District had a very productive and successful 
year. The District achieved and maintained a very solid fiscal position and implemented numerous efficiencies 
while accomplishing several facility improvements during calendar year 2015. 

Our Board of Directors has been highly instrumental in the initiation and implementation of the following 
actions in an effort to maintain and enhance the quality of life that our residents enjoy. 

In order to accomplish the District’s goals and objectives, a sound policy environment is essential.  In 
cooperation with our General Counsel, the Board converted eight Park and Facilities Use policies to ordinances 
which resulted in more effective management capability of the District’s property. 

The Board also adopted revised District’s goals and objectives in keeping with our changing environment. At 
the direction of the Board, staff developed a formal bidding and contracting procedure to ensure consistency 
with the District’s bidding process. The Board also adopted an alcohol use policy for the District’s parks and 
facilities. 

Most of the District’s accomplishments were also made possible by a sound financial plan. First, the District 
once again received an unmodified audit report from our independent auditors, the highest rating possible. Also, 
after conducting a survey of other comparable agencies, the District updated its fee schedule in order to more 
adequately recover a larger portion of our operation and maintenance costs. 

Further, at the direction of the Board, the District paid down the remaining bond debt on the Rossmoor 
Signature Wall one year early; saving our property owners $9,100 in property assessments. This was consistent 
with the early pay down of $495,000 for the Rush Park Bond in 2015. 

Upon completion of the conversion of Use of District Property policies to ordinances, the District successfully 
negotiated For Profit Use for our parks and facilities with the Happy Hour Fit Club, the Long Beach Boot Camp 
and with Lindsey Marks which has thus far has generated an $8,000 increase in revenue this year. The Board 
also approved a Long Term User agreement with the Children’s Garden Preschool which provides an additional 
$24,000 in annual revenue. Other current agreements include the R.A.S.C.A.L.S. After School Program at 
Rossmoor Park and Lil’ Cottonwood Preschool at Montecito Center. 

The District’s Recreation Program also had an eventful year. A major accomplishment this year was the 
planning and implementation of the first annual Rossmoor Winter Festival. The event was a huge success, 
drawing approximately 1,500 attendees, with excellent community volunteer participation. Summer public 
events offering Movies and Concerts in the Park, as well as, Shakespeare in the Park also had record breaking 
attendance during this year and will continue to be offered this summer. 

The District’s fields were also busy being used by sports leagues such as LAGSL and YSO providing a 
recreational outlet for youngsters, as well as, the tennis, basketball and volleyball courts being heavily used by 
the young and adults alike. 

The District’s Capital Improvement Program also saw major activity. A noteworthy project was the 
construction and installation of a new 24’ by 36’ permanent picnic canopy structure at Rush Park. The canopy 
was officially dedicated in November when it became available to Rossmoor residents for reserved use for a 
fee. Another major project was the repair of a large damaged panel of the Rossmoor Signature Wall. The project 
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was paid for from reserves dedicated to the repair and maintenance of the Wall, thus there was no impact to the 
District’s operating budget. 

In response to the drought, the District installed approximately 1,000 water efficient irrigation nozzles and 
valves at all parks in addition to two new automated smart controllers. This, in addition to our cutback in water 
usage resulted in a reduction of water consumption by 60% and an estimated annual cost savings of 
approximately $45,000. Another drought measure was the replacement of large areas of turf at Rush, Rossmoor, 
Kempton and Foster parks with drought tolerant plants. The plan was implemented at a cost of $17,000 which 
was fully reimbursable from state grant funds. 

A renewed long-term agreement was approved by the Board with ValleyCrest Landscape Co. This firm partners 
with the District in the care and maintenance of our turf and landscape.  

The District also implemented several information technology upgrades. The outdated phone system was 
modernized and converted to a digital VOIP system with voice mail and automated features while still retaining 
a backup analog phone line. The District’s obsolete RCSR facilities reservation software was also replaced with 
a ‘cloud’ based system known as Rec Desk. The new system has built in administrative, scheduling and 
invoicing features allowing for streamlining of our website and online reservations. 

A significant customer service upgrade was the development of a credit card payment system. This now 
provides for payments to the District by cash, check or credit cards. 

A major asset of the community is the District’s urban forest. The District aggressively monitored the health of 
park and parkway trees which were negatively impacted by mandated drought measures. Several initiatives 
were developed to inform residents that it is legal and appropriate to continue to water trees. Also, the District 
increased its mobile watering of young trees to insure their survivability. 

Timely dead tree removal and replanting of new trees was a tree program priority this year. The District also 
renewed its agreement with West Coast arborist who partners with the District and County in the care and 
trimming of park and parkway trees. 

The District also received a designation of Tree City USA for the fifth consecutive year in recognition of its 
management of the urban forest. 

Other initiatives of the District included acting as a conduit and spokesperson for the community with issues 
associated with other agencies such as Southern California Gas Co., OCTA, Caltrans, the cities of Los 
Alamitos, Seal Beach, Long Beach and the County of Orange on matters of great importance to the residents of 
Rossmoor. 

Maintaining a strong and ongoing relationship with the Orange County Sheriff’s Department and the Orange 
County Fire Authority also serves as a means of providing a safe environment for the residents of Rossmoor. 
Rossmoor continues to be a safe community with excellent reponse times for service by our Orange County 
Sheriff’s Department. During this past year most calls for service were due to crimes of opportunity where 
residents left doors and windows unlocked and keys and valuables in their automobiles. Residents are 
encouraged to be vigilant and take appropriate precautions to prevent such activity. 

This is but a snapshot of the State of the District. The Board and staff of the District are proud of the 
accomplishments for 2015 and hope you are, as well. We look forward to an even more productive year in 
2016. Thank you for the opportunity to serve the great community of Rossmoor. 
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
 

AGENDA ITEM A-5 
 

Date: January 12, 2016  
 
To:           Honorable Board of Directors 
 
From: General Manager 
   
Subject: ELECTION OF OFFICERS:  PRESIDENT, FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 

AND SECOND VICE PRESIDENT. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Board of Directors take the following actions in the order 
indicated: 
 

1. Election of President – conducted by the Administrative 
Assistant; and 

 
2. Election of First Vice President – conducted by the newly 

elected President; and  
 
3. Election of Second Vice President – conducted by the newly 

elected President. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
District Policy No. 4040, Board Officers and Terms of Office provides 
that the term for Board Officers shall be one year, and that the 
elections for these officers shall take place at the first Board meeting 
in January for the succeeding year. Officers shall serve until their 
successors are elected.  
 
The current officers are as follows: 
 
 William Kahlert, President 
 
 Tony DeMarco, 1st Vice President 
 
 Ron Casey, 2nd Vice President  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1.  Policy No. 4040 Board Officers and Terms of Office. 
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
 

AGENDA ITEM E-1a. 
 
 

Date: January 12, 2016 
   
To: Honorable Board of Directors 
 

From:  General Manager 
 

Subject: MINUTES:  REGULAR MEETING OF DECEMBER 8, 2015 
  

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 8, 2015 as 
prepared by the Board’s Secretary/General Manager. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The report reflects the actions of the Board at their Regular December 
8, 2015 Meeting of the Board as recorded by the Board’s 
Secretary/General Manager.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Minutes-Regular Meeting of December 8, 2015 Prepared by the 

Board’s Secretary/General Manager. 
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                                                                            MINUTES 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

 
                                                               

REGULAR MEETING 
 

RUSH PARK 
3021 Blume Drive 

Rossmoor, California 
 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

A.    ORGANIZATION  

 1.  CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 P.M. 

2.  ROLL CALL:   Directors Burgess, Casey, DeMarco, Maynard 
 President Kahlert 

 
3.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

4.  PRESENTATIONS:  

a. Mr. John Cox, ValleyCrest Landscape Co. re: Drought Measures Update. 

Mr. John Cox was unable to attend. The presentation was continued to a future board meeting. 
 
b. Mr. Mark Nitikman, President Rossmoor Homeowners Association re: Update on Landscape 
Demonstration Project at Kempton Mini-Park. 
 
Mark Nitikman informed the Board that he was still gathering project bids, diagrams and materials 
for the Kempton Mini-Park Landscape Demonstration Project. Once all the information had been 
obtained he would submit the complete designs to the RHA Board for discussion and input. In 
January the full design proposals would be submitted to both the RCSD and RHA Boards for 
approval. 
 
President Kahlert stated that he was looking forward to seeing the design concepts for Kempton 
Park at the January Board Meeting. The report was received and filed. 
 

B. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA—None  

C. PUBLIC FORUM: 
 

Resident Joyce Bloom opined relative to her agenda request to hire a private arborist to 
aesthetically trim the parkway tree in front of her residence. She criticized WCA for what she 
perceived to be inadequate tree trimming practices. She stated that she should have the right to 
select her own arborist if she was paying for them to trim the tree.  
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Discussion ensued relative to current policies and ordinances governing the trimming of parkway 
trees. Further discussion was deferred until agenda item H-1 which specifically dealt with Ms. 
Bloom’s request.  

 
D. REPORTS TO THE BOARD—None  
 
E. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

Director Burgess requested that Item E-2, Revenue and Expenditure Report be pulled from the 
Consent Calendar at this time. 

 
1a. MINUTES REGULAR BOARD MEETING—November 10, 2015 
 
Motion by Director DeMarco, seconded by Director Casey to approve the Item E-1a. Minutes of 
the Regular Board Meeting of November 10, 2015 on the Consent Calendar as submitted. Motion 
passed 5-0. 
 
2. REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE REPORT—September 2015 
 

Director Burgess requested that Item E-2, Revenue and Expenditure Report be pulled from the 
Consent Calendar at this time.  
 
Director Burgess had questions relative to whether the audit adjustments reflected October 
numbers or November numbers. Kathy Bell stated that the $32,000 he was referring to was 
shown coming out of the October Audit Adjustments. 
 

Motion by Director Casey, seconded by Director Burgess to approve the Item E-2 Revenue and 
Expenditure Report on the Consent Calendar as submitted. Motion passed 5-0. 

 
F. PUBLIC HEARING—None  

 
G. RESOLUTIONS: 

 
1. RESOLUTION NO. 15-12-08-01 

 
Recommendation to approve Resolution No. 15-12-08-01 by reading the title only and waiving 
further reading as follows: 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE ROSSMOOR 
COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT FOR THE EARLY RETIREMENT OF 
ROSSMOOR WALL CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION IN 2016 
 
And approve: 
 
AMENDMENT NO. 1 TO INSTALLMENT SALE AGREEMENT DATED AS OF MAY 
1, 1998 BY AND BETWEEN THE ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES PUBLIC 
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IMPROVEMENTS FINANCING CORPORATION, AS SELLER, AND THE 
ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT, AS PURCHASER 
 
The General Manager reported: First, the attached Installment Sales Agreement between the 
Board and Corporation has been amended by General Counsel to delete the 60 day notice 
requirement. Second, the Board must approve Resolution No. 15-12-08-01 memorializing their 
actions at the November Board meeting approving the transfer of funds to Fund 30 and the early 
retirement of the Rossmoor Wall Certificates of Participation in 2016. 
 
Upon the Board’s approval of the resolution and the amended Sales Agreement, the Corporation 
must also meet and approve the amendment. This will take place during the meeting of the 
Board. The Trustee has given the District oral approval of the amendment and will formally 
approve it once it receives all of the documentation and final payment from the District. This is 
scheduled to occur the day following the Board and Corporation meetings. 
 
Subject to approval of the above actions, the debt will be retired on February 2, 2016 and no 
further assessments will be included in further property tax notices from the County of Orange.  

 
Motion by Director Maynard, seconded by Director DeMarco to approve Resolution No. 15-12-
08-01 by reading the title only and waiving further reading. Motion passed 5-0. 
 
Motion by Director Maynard, seconded by Director DeMarco to approve Amendment No. 1 to 
Installment Sale Agreement dated as of May 1, 1998 by and between the Rossmoor Community 
Services District Public Improvements Financing Corporation, as Seller, and the Rossmoor 
Community Services District, as Purchaser. Motion passed 5-0. 

 
ORDINANCES—None  

 
H. REGULAR CALENDAR: 

 
1. RESIDENT REQUEST FOR STREET TREE TRIMMING BY PRIVATE ARBORIST. 
 
Recommendation to deny resident’s request for trimming of a street tree by a private certified 
arborist. 

 
The General Manager reported Ms. Joyce Bloom has submitted a request for trimming of a street 
tree by a private arborist. The request meets the District’s requirements for placement of an 
Agenda Item. Policy No. 3080 Parkway and Rossmoor Median Tree Maintenance, Section 
3080.11 prohibits the pruning of a street tree by a person or their agents. Section 3080.30 Tree 
Trimming and Protection specifies that trees shall be trimmed by the District to maintain safety 
and clearance standards established by the County. Granting a resident the authority to trim a 
tree, regardless of the use of a certified arborist, would not guarantee that the tree would be 
trimmed in accordance with specified District and County standards.  
 
Discussion ensued relative to District tree trimming practices and policies. Director Maynard 
opined relative to the merits of Ms. Bloom’s request and felt that the existing tree policy had 
sufficient controls in place to consider allowing residents to choose their own arborist. Tree 
Committee Members, Directors Casey and DeMarco opined relative to the tree policies and 
ordinances recently adopted by the Board to strengthen the District’s jurisdiction over parkway 
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trees. The General Manager stated that the District already had a process in place that allowed 
residents to pay for interim tree trimmings, outside of the four year grid trimming schedule. The 
trimming was done by the District’s professional contractor West Coast Arborist. Allowing 
residents to choose their own arborist to trim a District tree went against the current District tree 
policy and ordinance. President Kahlert asked General Counsel if the Board could legally allow a 
resident to hire their own arborist. General Counsel opined that to do so went against the entire 
opinion of the ordinance which gives complete control of parkway tree trimming to the RCSD. 
The District ordinance does not allow the Board to grant residents the ability to hire their own 
arborist. He stated that if the Board wanted to consider Ms. Bloom’s request they would have to 
modify their existing policy and ordinance which would require a first and second reading, 
public hearing and publication of the ordinance. 

 
Further discussion ensued. President Kahlert stated that given the District’s current ordinance 
and policies there was no legal way for the Board to approve Ms. Bloom’s request. He directed 
staff to refer Item H-1 to the Tree Committee, to include General Counsel, for further discussion 
and a recommendation to be brought back to the full Board at a subsequent Board Meeting.  
 
2. REQUEST FROM COUNTY REGISTRAR OF VOTERS FOR USE OF DISTRICT 
FACILITIES FOR POLLING PLACES FOR 2016 PRIMARY AND GENERAL 
ELECTIONS. 
 
Recommendation to approve the request of the County Registrar of Voters for the use of the 
Rush Park Auditorium and the Rossmoor Community Center for polling places on June 7, 2016 
and November 8, 2016 for the Primary and General Elections. 
 
The General Manager reported The District has traditionally honored the request from the 
County Registrar of Voters for use of District facilities as polling places. The November 8, 2016 
date falls on the same date as the Regular November meeting of the District’s Board of 
Directors. Thus, the election date and Board meeting date would be in conflict with one another. 
It is therefore recommended that the Board approve the request for the use of District facilities 
and reschedule the November, 2016 Board meeting date. 
 
Motion by Director Maynard, seconded by Director DeMarco to authorize General Manager to 
approve the request of the County Registrar of Voters for the use of the Rush Park Auditorium 
and the Rossmoor Community Center for polling places on June 7, 2016 and November 8, 2016 
for the Primary and General Elections. Motion passed 5-0. 

 
3. APPROVAL OF RHA LANDSCAPE DEMONSTRATION PROJECT AT KEMPTON 
MINI-PARK. 
 
Recommendation to pull Item H-3 Landscape Demonstration Project at Kempton Mini-Park 
from the agenda, until the RHA can obtain bids and complete project information, bring the item 
back to the future Parks & Facilities Committee for review and place the item on the agenda of a 
subsequent board meeting for discussion and possible approval. 
 
ITEM H-3 WAS PULLED FROM THE AGENDA AT THIS TIME. 
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I. GENERAL MANAGER ITEMS: 
 

The General Manager reminded everyone about Rossmoor Winter Festival this Friday, December 
11, 2015 at 6 p.m. He stated that the Board President and District staff had all worked very hard to 
plan a great event and everyone was excited about it. He reported relative to the drought 
regulations stating that the District was in full compliance. The irrigation timers and controllers had 
been updated and watering has been increased from 10 to 15 minutes. He continued that the 
District has had a good year filled with many accomplishments by staff. Regarding the Montecito 
Road lighting concerns, the District had been given some misinformation by the County which 
resulted in delays in progress. A photometric study was scheduled. Options to consider (tape). 
Director Maynard inquired as to whether Supervisor Steel’s office would help with the funding. 
The General Manager stated that Rossmoor is the customer, so that has yet to be determined. There 
was a process and procedures that would have to be followed. 
 

J. BOARD MEMBER ITEMS 
 
 

Director Maynard stated that he was looking forward to the Rossmoor Winter Festival and the 
many choir performances scheduled for the evening. He added that it was nice to finally have a 
winter event in Rossmoor. He concluded that his Christmas wish was to have everyone slow down, 
connect with loved ones and be thankful. 
 
Director DeMarco remarked that at the last meeting the Board had expressed a desire to discuss 
trees at each board meeting and they had done so this evening. He stated that Mary Kingman did an 
outstanding job of managing the District’s urban forest. Trees are on a sapling watering program 
for a year; however, not all of the saplings survive resulting in a number of replants. He added that 
the District had lost approximately 18 trees in the recent wind storm; most of those were located in 
our parks. He praised the tree brochures and the improvements on the District website related to the 
urban forest. He added that Joyce Bloom may have left the meeting disappointed at the process, but 
felt her request was worth considering. He supported further discussion of the topic at the next tree 
committee meeting. He encouraged all to attend the Rossmoor Winter Festival on Friday and 
thanked President Kahlert and staff for their hard work on, what he was certain, would be a great 
event. 

 
Director Casey announced that he was excited at the Kempton Mini-Park Project idea and was 
pleased that it was proceeding as it would be a great addition to the community. He thanked Mary 
Kingman and Orange County Public Works for their quick response to all of the tree damage 
during the windstorm and keeping the roads and sidewalks free of branches and debris. He stated 
that residents can rest assured that issues are reported by Mary Kingman and WCA. He wished 
everyone a festive and happy holiday season. He urged the public to be careful while celebrating. 
Finally, he encouraged all to attend the Rossmoor Winter Festival. President Kahlert and staff had 
worked hard to plan a great event and he hoped to see everyone there.  

 

Director Burgess had comments relative to Joyce Bloom’s request, stating that he was torn about 
allowing citizens to trim their own trees and he would defer that discussion to the tree committee 
for further consideration. He inquired as to whether the District tracked the number of newly 
planted and deceased trees. The General Manager replied affirmatively. He added that Mary 
Kingman was creating door hangers to remind residents to water their trees. Director Burgess 

Page 22 of 104



                                                             

6 
 

concluded by asking staff to investigate some of the electrical lighting recently installed for the 
Winter Festival event to ensure that it was not a safety hazard. The General Manager agreed to 
check it out and make any necessary corrections. 

 
President Kahlert thanked staff and the board for the new covered picnic structure that was 
dedicated several weeks ago. He stated that it was spectacular and a nice asset to homeowners and 
the community. He invited patrons to see it when they had a chance. He encouraged the public to 
tour the grounds near the main offices to see the newly installed drought tolerant landscaping. 
President Kahlert said the turf replacement project was originally intended to conserve water by 
planting natives and succulents, and ended up being a beautification project as well, costing 
Rossmoor homeowners zero dollars. President Kahlert stated he was excited about the Kempton 
Park Landscaping Project. According to the preliminary designs it was going to be yet another 
community asset serving to educate visitors with examples of how to plant and care for a variety of 
native plants. He looked forward to its completion in 2016. He also reminded everyone to be safe 
during the holiday season and to be especially mindful of preoccupied students and family 
traveling home for the holidays. He concluded by inviting everyone attend the Rossmoor Winter 
Festival this Friday at 6 p.m. He emphasized that the event was free to the public (other than the 
food), there would be reindeer, Santa, a trolley, a beer garden, bounce house, middle school choirs, 
vendors, food trucks, etc. and referred them to the flyer and website for more event highlights and 
activities. He added that parking would be limited. 

 
 

K. CLOSED SESSION—None  
 
 

I. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Motion by Director Casey, seconded by Director Burgess to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:00 
p.m. Motion passed 5-0. 

 
 
SUBMITTED BY: 
James D. Ruth 
General Manager 
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
 

AGENDA ITEM E-2 
 

Date: January 12, 2016 
 
To: Honorable Board of Directors 
 
From: General Manager 
 
Subject: REVENUE & EXPENDITURE REPORT – NOVEMBER, 2015 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive and file the Revenue and Expenditure Report for November, 
2015. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Revenue & Expenditure Report is submitted on a monthly basis as 
an indication of the District’s unaudited year-to-date revenues and 
expenses. Where appropriate, footnotes provide information which 
explains current anomalies.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Revenue & Expenditure Report for the month of November, 2015. 
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

 
AGENDA ITEM G-1 

 
 
Date: January 12, 2016 
 
To: Honorable Board of Directors 
 
From: General Manager 
 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION NO. 16-01-12-01-LIST OF OFFICIALS 

AUTHORIZED TO TRANSACT BUSINESS WITH THE 
DISTRICT’S BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS   

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve by roll call vote, Resolution No. 16-01-12-01 by reading the 
title only and waiving further reading as follows: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT DESIGNATING 
CERTAIN DISTRICT OFFICIALS TO TRANSACT BUSINESS WITH 
FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS WHICH HOUSE THE DISTRICT’S 
INVESTMENTS, SAVINGS OR OTHER FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS. 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The District elects new Board officers in the month of January. This 
necessitates updating the District’s banking signature forms 
authorizing new officials to transact business with its financial 
institutions which house the District’s investments, savings and other 
financial accounts. Attached is a list of proposed officials for such 
authorization.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. Resolution No.16-01-12-01 
 
2. List of Officials Authorized to Transact Business with the District’s 
Banks and other Financial Institutions. 
 
3. Policy No. 4055 District Bank and Investment Accounts. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 16-01-12-01 
 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE ROSSMOOR 
COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT DESIGNATING CERTAIN DISTRICT 
OFFICIALS TO TRANSACT BUSINESS WITH FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
WHICH HOUSE THE DISTRICT’S INVESTMENTS, SAVINGS, OR OTHER       
    FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS 

 
 

 WHEREAS, the Rossmoor Community Services District did hold elections for 
new Board officers at its Regular Meeting on January 12, 2016. 
 

WHEREAS, those Board officers assumed their elective duties at its Regular 
Meeting on January 12, 2016. 

 
WHEREAS, District Policy No. 4055 Authorized Signatures for Bank Accounts 

designates the Board President, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, and General 
Manager as authorized to sign checks. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the 
Rossmoor Community Services District hereby designates those persons identified on the 
attached Exhibit “A” to transact business with financial institutions which house the 
District’s funds. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the Rossmoor 
Community Services District hereby designates the District’s Accountant/Bookkeeper as 
authorized to have access to transfer funds to and from the District’s financial accounts. 
 
 AYES:         
 
 NOES:         
 
 ABSENT:    
 
 ABSTAIN:   
 
 
         PASSED, SIGNED, AND ADOPTED this 12th day of January 2016.   
 
 
     By: ________________________________ 
                           President                                                           
                 Rossmoor Community Services District 
    
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
James D. Ruth, Secretary  
Rossmoor Community Services District  
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exhibit a 
 

LIST OF DISTRICT OFFICIALS AUTHORIZED 
TO TRANSACT BUSINESS WITH THE 

DISTRICT’S BANKS AND OTHER FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS 

 
 
 

 PRESIDENT  
 
 1ST VICE PRESIDENT  

 
 2ND VICE PRESIDENT  

 
 GENERAL MANAGER JAMES D. RUTH 

 
 ACCOUNTANT/BOOKKEEPER KATHLEEN BELL (Access 

only) 
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Rossmoor Community Services District 

Policy No. 4055 

DISTRICT BANK AND INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS 

 

4055.10 Authorized Signatures For Bank and Investment Accounts: Each District bank account opened or 
closed shall require two signatures from official signatories. Each investment account opened or closed 
shall require two signatures from official signatories unless it is a maturing (closed) time certain investment 
e.g. CD. 

4055.11 Investment Account Approvals: Any transaction involving a District investment account 
other than LAIF, shall have been reviewed by the Investment Committee and approved by the 
Board. 

4055.12 Payment Signing Approvals: Two signatures from official signatories shall be required on 
all payments issued by the District, either on actual checks or other documentation supporting the 
amount paid out. 

4055.20 Official Signatories: The following named officials of the District are authorized signatories: 
President, 1st Vice President, 2"u Vice President and General Manager. 

4065.30 Proceeds from Closed Accounts: Any proceeds from a closed banking account, investment 
account and interest or dividend payment shall be immediately deposited into the District's checking 
or LAIF account. 

4055.40 Reinvestment of Funds from a Closed Account: As soon as practicable thereafter, the Investment 
Committee shall meet and recommend to the Board the reinvestment of proceeds and other monies 
from a closed account. The Board shall determine the final placement of such funds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Adopted: Resolution 87-5, January 28, 1987 
Approved renumbering & format: October 8, 2002  
Reaffirmed: June 10, 2003 
Amended: July 12, 2005 
Amended: July 13, 2010 
Amended: July 13, 2010 
Amended: November 11, 2014 
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
 

AGENDA ITEM G-2 
 

 
Date: January 12, 2016 
 
To: Honorable Board of Directors 
 
From: RCSD, General Manager 
 
SUBJECT: RESOLUTION NO. 16-01-12-02 REJECTION OF GOVERNMENT CLAIM 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve by roll call vote, Resolution No.16-01-12-02 by reading the title only and waiving 
further reading as follows: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF THE ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES 
DISTRICT’S REJECTION OF GOVERNMENT CLAIM 

 

BACKGROUND: 
 

A claim in the amount of $1817.62 has been filed by Mercury Insurance Group for an 
amount paid to their client Mr. Stuart Green. The District has no information about the 
residence of Mr. Green, but the damage to his vehicle is apparently from a fallen tree 
branch at 11751 Argyle Dr., Rossmoor, CA 90720, alleging damage caused by a 
parkway/median tree to a personal vehicle. Normally, a claim is filed by the person 
claiming damage, not by an insurance company. In this case, Mr. Green has received 
payment and the insurance is seeking reimbursement; stating that the District is 
responsible for the damage. 
 

This claim was forwarded to Special District Risk Management Authority (SDRMA) who 
provides insurance for the District. They have advised us to reject this claim. Their 
recommendation is based on the failure of Mercury Insurance Group to respond to 
inquiries from SDRMA for information related to the claim and that there is no basis for a 
determination from them that the District is at fault. 
 

The attached Resolution formally rejects the tort claim. Further action on this matter will 
be conducted in accordance with established liability claim procedures as recommended 
by SDRMA.  
 

By rejection of this claim, the matter will be turned back over to SDRMA for their 
investigation and decision on whether or not to pay the claim.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Resolution No.16-01-12-02. 
 

2.  Claim: Filed November 13, 2015. 
 

3. Email dated December 7, 2015 from Ms. Debbie Yokota re: Stuart Green Claim. 
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-01-12-02 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT’S REJECTION OF 

CLAIM 

WHEREAS, a claim for monetary damages (Claim) was presented by Mercury 
Insurance Group. (on behalf of amount paid to their client, Mr. Stuart Green), dated November 
13, 2015 against the Rossmoor Community Services District for property damages; and 

WHEREAS, that the Board of Directors the Rossmoor Community Services District has 
timely considered the Claim filed by Mercury Insurance Group. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Rossmoor 
Community Services District has concluded that the Claim be rejected in its entirety. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the District’s General Manager is authorized to 
give notice to Mercury Insurance Group of this Board’s decision to reject in its entirety, the 
Claim, and further advise that said claimant has six (6) months from the date the rejection is 
deposited in the mail to file a court action on the Claim. Such notice, together with a copy of this 
Resolution, shall be served upon Mercury Casualty Group on or before February 10, 2016.   

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 12th day of January 12, 2016. 

AYES:           

NOES:            

ABSTAIN:     

ABSENT:        

, President 
Rossmoor Community Services District 

ATTEST: 

________________________________ 
James D. Ruth, Secretary 
Rossmoor Community Services District 

Attachment 1
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

AGENDA ITEM G-3 

Date: January 12, 2016 

To: Honorable Board of Directors 

From: General Manager 

SUBJECT: RESOLUTION NO. 16-01-12-03 REJECTION OF GOVERNMENT 
CLAIM 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve by roll call vote, Resolution No.16-01-12-03 by reading the 
title only and waiving further reading as follows: 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF THE ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY 
SERVICES DISTRICT’S REJECTION OF GOVERNMENT CLAIM 

BACKGROUND: 

A claim in the amount of $18,000 to $20,000 has been filed by Mr. 
Brent Wood residing at 3071 Rowena Dr. in Rossmoor. The amount of 
the claim is based on a repair estimate of $9,632.33 plus the 
claimant’s request for the diminished value of the truck. The District’s 
insurance carrier (SDRMA) has offered to pay for the damages to the 
vehicle caused by a parkway tree branch. SDRMA states that California 
law prohibits compensation for diminished value (depreciation).  

Mr. Wood is insistent that he be paid for his total claim. Thus, SDRMA 
is recommending that the District deny the claim. The attached 
Resolution formally rejects the tort claim. Further action on this 
matter will be conducted in accordance with established liability claim 
procedures as recommended by SDRMA.  

 By rejection of this claim, the matter will be turned back over to 
SDRMA for their investigation and decision on settlement of the claim.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Resolution No.16-01-12-03.

2. Claim: Filed December 9, 2015.
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3. DRS Dent Removal Services Estimate of Cost of Repairs.

4. Email dated December 21, 2015 from Ms. Debbie Yokota re: Brent
Wood Claim. 
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

RESOLUTION NO. 16-01-12-03 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT’S REJECTION OF 

CLAIM 

WHEREAS, a claim for monetary damages (Claim) was presented by Mr. Brent Wood 
dated December 9, 2015 against the Rossmoor Community Services District for property 
damages; and 

WHEREAS, that the Board of Directors the Rossmoor Community Services District has 
timely considered the Claim filed by Mr. Brent Wood. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Rossmoor 
Community Services District has concluded that the Claim be rejected in its entirety. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the District’s General Manager is authorized to 
give notice to Mr. Brent Wood of this Board’s decision to reject in its entirety, the Claim, and 
further advise that said claimant has six (6) months from the date the rejection is deposited in the 
mail to file a court action on the Claim. Such notice, together with a copy of this Resolution, 
shall be served upon Mr. Brent Wood on or before February 10, 2016.   

PASSED AND ADOPTED this 12th day of January 12, 2016. 

AYES:           

NOES:            

ABSTAIN:     

ABSENT:      

, President 
Rossmoor Community Services District 

ATTEST: 

________________________________ 
James D. Ruth, Secretary 
Rossmoor Community Services District 
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

AGENDA ITEM H-1 

Date: January 12, 2016 

To: Honorable Board of Directors 

From: General Manager 

Subject: REPORT OF THE TREES/PARKWAYS COMMITTEE RE: RESIDENT REQUEST 
TO TRIM PARKWAY TREE BY PRIVATE CERTIFIED ARBORIST 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Receive the report of the Trees/Parkways Committee and make a determination regarding 
the resident’s request to trim a parkway tree by a private certified arborist. 

BACKGROUND: 

At your December meeting, the Board took up the matter of a request by a resident to 
trim a parkway tree by a private certified arborist. Staff made a recommendation to deny 
the request stating that parkway trees were a District responsibility in accordance with 
Policy No. 3080 Parkway and Rossmoor Median Tree Maintenance. The policy prohibits 
tree trimming by anyone other than the District. Further the policy states that parkway 
trees are to be trimmed in accordance with County standards. Therefore, trimming a 
parkway tree by a private certified arborist would not guarantee adherence to those 
standards. 

The Board deliberated the request of the resident and voted to refer the matter to the 
District’s Tree Committee for further review. The Tree Committee met on January 6, 2016 
and voted 2-0 to recommend denial of the resident’s request by the Board. The 
Committee’s stated reasons were as follows: 

1. The District’s policy on this matter has been in place since 2002 and was codified by
ordinance in 2015. The policy has well served the District and the community in 
maintaining a very high standard for tree trimming consistent with the American National 
Standards Institute. 

2. Revision of the District’s policy/ordinance to allow for a private arborist to trim a
Rossmoor parkway tree would create a very difficult management problem for 
maintaining a consistent standard and ensuring the required qualifications of a private 
arborist. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Tree Committee Agenda Item C-1 dated January 6, 2016

2. Board Agenda Item H-1 dated December 8, 2015.

Page 59 of 104



ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

AGENDA ITEM C-1 

Date: January 6, 2016 

To: Trees/Parkways Committee 

From: James Ruth 

Subject: DISCUSSION WITH GENERAL MANAGER RE: RESIDENT TREE 
TRIMMING REQUEST 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Receive the report of the District’s Tree Consultant regarding Rossmoor Resident Request for 
permit to have parkway tree pruned by her own agent/contractor. RCSD staff does not 
recommend changing the Tree Ordinance/Policy to allow for citizens to prune parkway trees or 
have trees pruned by their own contractor/agent. 

BACKGROUND: 

The report is in response to a request from Resident Joyce Bloom to have the parkway tree in 
front of her residence pruned by her own independent contractor or agent. 

Rossmoor Community Services District - PARKWAY AND ROSSMOOR WAY MEDIAN 
TREE MAINTENANCE POLICY NO. 3080.10 and 3080.11 states the following: 

3080.10 Public Property:  Parkway and median trees are public, not private property.  Every 
reasonable effort will be made to preserve this natural resource in order to retain and improve 
this local scenic and environmental asset. 

3080.11 Homeowners, residents or their agents shall not plant, trim or remove parkway and 
median trees.  The Rossmoor Community Services District (RCSD) has the authority and 
responsibility to plant and trim trees either directly or through the County or other third parties. 
RCSD recommends removals to the County and the County has the authority to remove trees. 

All Rossmoor trees are pruned on a four-year cycle and more often as needed for clearance or 
safety trims. RCSD has a contract in place with West Coast Arborists, Inc. for all pruning work 
to be done on all Rossmoor trees located within parkways, medians and parks. In deciding 
whether or not to accommodate the resident’s request the following should be considered: 

• The RCSD Tree Ordinance is a legally binding document. Any changes to the policy
would need to be done by legal counsel and with full approval from the RCSD Board of
Directors.

Attachment 1
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• West Coast Arborists, Inc. has been in business since 1972. They have over 200 contracts
with public agencies in both California & Arizona. They follow pruning guidelines that
are set forth by the American National Standards Institute and are approved by the
International Society of Arboriculture. The ANSI standards represent the industry criteria
for performing tree care operations. The standards can be used for general familiarity
with professional requirements, as well as for preparation of tree care contract
specifications. All WCA trimmers must be certified through the ISA or qualified through
their in house training program.

• If Tree Ordinance/Policy is revised to allow permits for private parkway tree pruning,
more RCSD employee hours will be required in order to generate permits, check on
certifications of contractors or arborists performing the work, check on completed work
and keeping records and files on these separate permits.

• If tree branches do not meet the required clearance and safety standards set forth by
Orange County Public Works, then the tree will be pruned by OCPW, whether the
resident wants them to or not.

Based on the above stated fact, RCSD staff does not recommend changing the Tree Ordinance/ 
Policy to allow for citizens to prune parkway trees or have trees pruned by their own 
contractor/agent.  

ATTACHMENTS: None 
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

AGENDA ITEM H-1 

Date: December 8, 2015 

To: Honorable Board of Directors 

From: General Manager 

Subject: RESIDENT REQUEST FOR TRIMMING OF STREET TREE BY A PRIVATE 
CERTIFIED ARBORIST 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Deny resident’s request for trimming of a street tree by a private certified 
arborist. 

BACKGROUND: 

Policy No. 5020 Board Meeting Agenda governs the administration of the 
Board’s Meeting Agenda. Section 5020.20 Public Requests provides for 
manner and method for placement of an Agenda Item by a member of the 
public. Ms. Joyce Bloom has submitted a request for trimming of a street 
tree by a private arborist. The request meets the District’s requirements for 
placement of an Agenda Item. 

Policy No. 3080 Parkway and Rossmoor Median Tree Maintenance, Section 
3080.11 prohibits the pruning of a street tree by a person or their agents. 
Section 3080.30 Tree Trimming and Protection specifies that trees shall be 
trimmed by the District to maintain safety and clearance standards 
established by the County. Granting a resident the authority to trim a tree, 
regardless of the use of a certified arborist, would not guarantee that the 
tree would be trimmed in accordance with specified District and County 
standards. It is therefore, recommended that the request be denied. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Letter dated November 20, 2015 from Ms. Joyce Bloom re: Request to
Trim a Street Tree by a Certified Arborist. 

2. Policy No. 5020 Board Meeting Agenda.

3. Policy No. 3080 Parkway and Rossmoor Way Median Tree Maintenance.
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Rossmoor Community Services District 

Policy No. 5020 

BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

5020.10 Development Procedure:  The General Manager, in cooperation with the Board President shall 
prepare an Agenda for each Regular and Special Meeting of the Board.   Any Director may contact the Board 
President to ask that an item be placed on Agenda (no later than two weeks prior to the meeting). The Board 
President shall determine either to direct the General Manager to place the item on the Agenda or to ask the 
Director to request that it be considered at the next Regular Meeting for placement at the subsequent 
meeting of the Board.  

5020.20 Public Requests:  Any member of the public may request that a matter directly related to District 
business be placed on the Agenda of a regularly scheduled meeting of the Board, subject to the following 
conditions: 

5020.21 Request in Writing: The request must be in writing and be submitted to the General 
Manager together with supporting documents and information no later than two weeks prior to the 
meeting. 

5020.22 District Jurisdiction: The General Manager shall be the sole judge of whether the public 
request is a matter related to the District’s jurisdiction or business.  No matter which is legally a 
proper subject for consideration by Board in closed session will be accepted under this policy. 

5020.23 Appeal of Rejection:  All decisions of the General Manager not to include an item on the 
Agenda may be appealed to the Board, at a subsequent Regular or Special Meeting of the Board. 

5020.24 Time Limitations:  The Board Chair may place limitations on the total time to be devoted to 
a public request issue at any meeting and may limit the time allowed for any one person to speak on 
the issue at the meeting. 

5020.30 Agenda Format:  The Board shall use a standardized and consistent Agenda format for all Regular 
Meetings. The Regular Meeting Agenda shall contain the following items and order of business: 

 A.    ORGANIZATION 
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Pledge of Allegiance
4. Presentations
5. Board Elections (As required pursuant to Policy 5010.80.)

B. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 

C. PUBLIC COMMENT [three (3) minute limit per individual unless time is extended by the Board 

Chair and no time may be ceded from one speaker to the other unless approved by the Board 

Chair] 

D. REPORTS TO THE BOARD (Board Committees, Board Appointed Citizen Committees) 

E. CONSENT CALENDAR (All items approved in a single motion unless otherwise requested by a 
Director or a member of the public.) 

1. Minutes

2. Routine Matters (Project Schedule, Revenue & Expense Report, Quarterly Tree
         Report, etc) 
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F. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

G. RESOLUTIONS/ORDINANCES  

H. REGULAR CALENDAR 

 I. GENERAL MANAGER ITEMS  

J. BOARD MEMBER ITEMS 

K. CLOSED SESSION*  
  

*Closed sessions requiring District General Counsel will be held at the beginning of the Regular 
Meeting, starting at 6:30pm.  Closed sessions that do not require District General Counsel will 
be held at this point in the agenda. 

 
L. ADJOURNMENT 

 

5020.40 Staff Reports: All Items placed on the Agenda by the General Manager will be accompanied by a 
staff report.  The staff report is intended to identify and summarize the issue. The staff report will offer 
recommendations for Board action, as appropriate. 

 
5020.50 Special Meetings: The Special Meeting Agenda shall contain the specific subject matter as 
necessary for calling the Special Meeting. 
 
5020.60 Posting of Agenda: In addition to the posting of the Agenda at the District Office, it shall be 
posted at Rossmoor Park and Montecito Center. Regular meeting agendas are to be posted at least 
seventy-two (72) hours prior to the scheduled meeting. The Agenda will also be noticed on the District’s 
website as soon as practicable after the Agenda is delivered to the Board.  The agenda for a Special 
Meeting or Committee meetings shall be posted at these locations at least twenty- four (24) hours prior to 
the meeting. 
 
5020.70 Agenda Mailing:  The Agenda is to be sent to all newspapers requesting it.  In addition, it is to be 
sent to all individuals who so request and provide a stamped, self-addressed envelope and as otherwise 
required by the Brown Act. 
 
5020.80 Executing Documents: The Board President (or Vice President, in the absence of the President) 
shall sign ordinances, resolutions, and contracts approved by the Board. The Secretary shall attest to the 
signature of the President or Vice President. When authorized by the Board, the General Manager may 
execute Agreements for services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  December 8, 1993, February 14, 1996 
Amended:  February 9, 2000, June 8, 2000 
Approved renumbering & format:  October 8, 2002 
Reaffirmed:  March 11, 2003 
Amended:  April 13, 2004 
Amended:  March 13, 2007 
Amended:  March 8, 2011 
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Rossmoor Community Services District 

Policy No. 3080 

PARKWAY AND ROSSMOOR WAY MEDIAN TREE 
MAINTENANCE 

3080.00 Parkway and Median:  A parkway, as described in this Policy, is the County of Orange 
(County) owned area between the sidewalk and curb. The median is the County owned area 
dividing Rossmoor Way. 

3080.10 Public Property:  Parkway and median trees are public, not private property.  Every 
reasonable effort will be made to preserve this natural resource in order to retain and improve this 
local scenic and environmental asset. 

3080.11 Homeowners, residents or their agents shall not plant, trim or remove parkway 
and median trees.  The Rossmoor Community Services District (District) has the authority 
and responsibility to plant and trim trees either directly or through the County or other 
third parties.  The District recommends removals to the County and the County has the 
authority to remove trees. 

3080.12 The County of Orange is responsible for the preventative or remedial tree root 
pruning to aid in the control of sidewalk, curb and gutter damage. The District will 
coordinate with the County to perform this work and any other alternatives to tree 
removal. 

3080.13 Request for inspections, planting, trimming or removal shall be made with the 
District office. A Customer Service Request (CSR) shall be initiated describing the 
request and action taken or not taken. 

3080.14  No person shall remove, prune, trim, cut or otherwise damage a tree that is 
located in the parkway or median, or cause, permit, direct, or allow the removal, pruning, 
trimming, cutting, or damaging of a parkway or median tree, unless so authorized to do 
so pursuant to this policy. 

3080.20 Tree Planting and Nurturing:  All parkways at private residences shall have at least one 
tree, where feasible, and those currently without a tree(s) will have a tree(s) planted by the 
District as funds become available.  Appropriately spaced tree plantings are required along the 
parkways of public properties, where feasible (e.g. parks, schools, flood control channels, etc.).   

3080.21 Tree planting locations shall be determined by the District’s Tree Consultant 
and/or Arborist and be based on recognized standards for the planting of trees.  

3080.22 The District shall maintain a tree-planting program consistent with budgeted 
funds.  

3080.23 The District shall maintain an inventory of all parkway and Rossmoor Way 
median trees. The District shall also maintain a current list of all potential sites for 
planting a tree within all public right of ways.   

3080.24 Site selections for new tree plantings shall be based on a computerized 
inventory of Rossmoor parkway trees and vacant sites maintained by the District. 
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3080.25 New tree plantings shall be accomplished in accordance with the Rossmoor 
Parkway Tree Planting Specifications (Arborist Scope of Services) maintained by the 
General Manager. 

 
3080.26 Trees planted by the District will minimally be in 24”box containers. Should 
budget constraints arise or a 24” box tree of a specific species not be available, a  
15-gallon container tree may be substituted.   
 
3080.27 A list of tree varieties approved by the Board for new or replacement trees shall 
be maintained by the District.  The Tree Consultant shall recommend and the District 
shall select tree species based on the specified predominant tree species of the block if 
the tree is still on the approved species list and other factors such as availability or an 
alternate tree from the approved list of trees with similar characteristics. 
 

 3080.28 The General Manager shall maintain a Notification of Tree Planting document 
that specifies the required care of parkway trees.  This includes instructions for newly 
planted parkway trees.  The document shall be provided to each homeowner/resident of 
a newly planted parkway tree. 

 
3080.29 The homeowner/resident has the responsibility for watering and caring for the 
parkway trees adjacent to their property in accordance with District instructions.  A tree 
that must be replaced due to lack of care on the part of a homeowner/resident will require 
the homeowner/resident to pay the District for a replacement tree of the same or like 
species and size.   
 

3080.30 Tree Trimming and Protection:  Trees shall be trimmed by the District to maintain safety 
and clearance standards established by the County. 

 
3080.31 Specifications delineating aesthetic tree trimming shall be in accordance with 
the requirements of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI A 300)  maintained 
by the General Manager and shall become a part of any tree trimming contracts awarded 
by the District.  

  
3080.32 The District shall maintain a tree trimming schedule for all parkway and median 
trees. Each tree shall be trimmed at least once every four years or as necessary 
according to species. Homeowners/residents desiring more frequent trimming or pruning 
can request such at the District office for a fee, which reflects the cost to the District. Tree 
trimming shall only be performed by the District’s contract arborist.  

  
 3080.33 Notification by mail or by posting at the residence of scheduled tree trimming, 

planting, root pruning or removal shall be sent by the District to the homeowner/resident 
at least two (2) weeks prior to the planned work except for emergency safety removals by 
the County. 

 
3080.40 Tree Removal:  Only trees that are dead, structurally unsound or are creating problems 
that cannot be corrected without causing the tree to die or become unstable will be removed.   
 

3080.41 Valid reasons for removing trees:   
 

• A dead, rotting or seriously diseased tree that presents a danger of structural 
failure.  

• Trees that present a hazard, such as a tree with weak roots, a tree with a split 
trunk or a tree with falling limbs that cannot be corrected with trimming. 

• A diseased or insect infested tree that is a serious threat to nearby trees if 
removal is the best pest or disease control option. 
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• An unauthorized tree of the wrong species for its location 
• Hardscape (sidewalks, curbs, driveways etc.) damage that requires repairs and if 

such repairs cannot be made without causing severe root damage that renders 
the tree structurally unsound. 

• If in order to repair or replace a lateral sewer line, it is necessary to remove 
significant tree roots that would undermine the structural integrity of a tree. This 
need must be demonstrated to the District by the homeowner through video 
evidence of the location and extent of damage to the sewer lateral.  During 
excavation, the sewer line must be exposed and be available to the District for a 
visual inspection to determine the need for the tree removal. 

• Home remodeling that requires removal of a tree.  If this is driveway relocation, 
the homeowner must have a building permit and plot plan showing the tree to be 
removed is less than eight (8) feet from the proposed new driveway.  The 
Homeowner must pay the District for the tree removal and the planting of a new 
24-inch box tree selected by the District before the District will sign off on the 
building permit.  

• Any reason deemed by the General Manager to be in the best interests of the 
District and/or homeowner/resident. 

 
3080.42   Non-valid reasons for removing trees: 
 

• Nuisances, such as dropping leaves, root ridges in lawn, messy fruit, berries or 
flowers, etc. 

• Roots getting into sewer lines.  It is the responsibility of the homeowner/resident 
to maintain their sewer line so that leakage from a line is repaired promptly.  This 
will avoid tree roots from seeking the seeping nutrients and moisture from the 
line. 

• Invasion of roots into water meter box that can be remedied with root pruning.  
The General Manager will determine who is financially responsible for any 
necessary root pruning. 

• Hardscape damage where repair coupled with root pruning can save the tree. 
 
3080.50 Requests for Tree Inspections, Trimming or Removal and Disposition: 
 

3080.51 A request for parkway tree inspection, trimming or, removal may be made in 
person, by telephone or in writing to the District office. A CSR will be generated, an 
inspection will be performed and a disposition will be made by the District. 

 
3080.52 The action taken or not taken on a request will be reported back to the 
homeowner or his/her agent by the District.  A requester has the right of appeal the final 
disposition of the request by the General Manager to the Board on any actions taken/not 
taken. 

 
3080.60 Tree Protection:  Unauthorized removal or damage to a parkway tree is a 
misdemeanor.  In addition, the responsible person will be required to pay to the District the 
International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) value of the removed tree based on the ISA trunk 
formula method and the cost of a replacement tree in a 24-inch box. 

 
 3080.61 Parkways may not be cemented, bricked or covered with vegetation  which 

prevents the planting of a parkway tree.  Any such paving-over, cementing-over or other 
covering of a parkway shall be subject to the applicable permitting or other approval 
requirements of the County of Orange.  For example, and not by way of limitation, any 
such paving-over, cementing-over or other covering of a parkway shall be subject to the 
applicable urban storm water runoff permit regulations as set forth in the applicable 
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National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit program as established 
and administered by the County of Orange or other applicable state or regulatory body.   

 
3080.62 Parkways may be covered with grass or other plants, so long as such grass or 
plants are not more than two (2) feet high or closer than 1½ feet from the base of the 
tree.  [Any work on the parkway that could involve the pruning of tree roots must first be 
approved by the District. 
 
3080.63 No swings or attachments of any type may be placed on parkway or median 

trees. 
 
3080.70 Retention of Arborist:  The District will retain an ISA certified arborist to assist the 
General Manager in the performance of specifications called out in the Scope of Services as 
detailed in the Agreement with the contract arborist. 

 
3080.80 Enforcement of Policy:   
 

3080.81 Pursuant to Government Code Section 61600(j) and (k), the District has the 
authority to perform work and improvements on or about any street in Rossmoor, subject 
to the consent of the County. 
 
3080.82 Pursuant to Government Code Section 61621.5(c), Resolution 99-1-13-1 
provides that the County has granted the District the power of a county road 
commissioner to regulate certain activities.  In its role as a County Road Commissioner, 
the District may regulate and perform certain activities in connection with the planting, 
removing, cutting, injuring or destroying any tree, shrub, plant or flower growing on any 
parkway or median.  Pursuant to Government Code Section 61621.5(c) and Streets and 
Highways Code Section 1460, anyone who violates this policy will be subject to the 
appropriate legal remedy including liability for all expenses and damages caused thereby 
to the County and District and could be found criminally liable for a misdemeanor. 
 
3080.83 The District may notify the responsible person of any violation of this policy.  If 
the responsible person refuses to correct the violation after such notification, the District 
shall pursue other appropriate legal remedies for the collection of damages in order to 
compensate the District for all costs and expenses caused by the alleged violation of this 
policy. Nothing in this policy shall require the District to notify the responsible person prior 
to initiating a criminal action. 
 
3080.84  The District may enforce this Policy by criminal and/or civil action, Where the 
District elects to proceed by other than criminal action, the following enforcement 
procedure shall apply: 
 

(1)  Send the Person a Notice/Demand Letter.  The General Manager or his or 
her designee shall notify any person that his or her actions are in violation of this 
policy and may provide that person with the opportunity to correct the violation 
and/or pay the expenses and damages to the District incurred in correcting the 
violation. A demand for such payment shall be in the form of a notice/demand 
letter which sets forth the violation and the amount due and owing. In regard to 
correcting the violation, the District may take the initiative to correct the violation, 
such as replanting a parkway tree and also take the initiative in pursuing 
recovery of costs and expenses. The General Manager shall send  a letter via 
first class mail to the address at which the violation occurred and/or to the last 
known address of the person causing the violation. 
 
(2)  Appeal to the Board.  Any person who disputes the decision of the General 
Manager sent pursuant to subsection (1), above, may appeal that decision to the 
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Board by filing a written request to the General Manager for the matter to be 
placed on the Board Agenda for the next scheduled Regular Board meeting and 
payment of the appeal fee set forth in the Fee Schedule. Any such appeal must 
be in writing and must be delivered to the General Manager along with the 
applicable fee within ten (10) calendar days of the contested action and must 
state the specific action or inaction that is being challenged. The matter shall be 
placed on a subsequent Board Agenda if there is sufficient time to place the 
matter on the agenda for the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. The 
Board shall hold a hearing, admit evidence, and shall render a decision on the 
matter. The decision of the Board shall be final. 
 
(3)  Civil Litigation  If any person fails or refuses to correct the violation and/or to 
pay the amount owed, then the District may pursue civil litigation.  Such litigation 
may seek injunctive relief whereby the District requests that the court order the 
resident to refrain from certain activities and/or require the person to take certain 
actions in order to be in compliance with the District’s policy/regulations.  In the 
event the District has taken the necessary action, such as replacing the parkway 
tree, the District may pursue litigation to obtain a judgment against the person in 
the amount of the expenses and damages that the District incurred in correcting 
the violation. 
   

3080.85  Nuisance Enforcement by Civil Action & Attorney’s Fees  
 

(1) In addition to any other penalties authorized by law, any condition caused or     
permitted to exist in violation of this Policy shall be deemed a public nuisance an 
may be abated as such .Each and every day such condition continues shall be 
regarded as a new and separate offense. 
  
 (2) In addition to other penalties and enforcement mechanisms authorized by     
law, this Policy may be enforced by injunction issued by the superior court upon 
the suit of the District. 
 
(3)   In any action, administrative proceeding or special proceeding commenced 
by the District to abate a public nuisance, to enjoin a violation of any provision of 
this Policy, to enforce the provisions of this Policy, or to collect a civil debt owing 
to the District pursuant to this Policy, the prevailing party shall be entitled to 
recover its reasonable attorney’s fees. The recovery of attorney’s fees by the 
prevailing party is limited to those individual actions or proceeding in the District 
elect, at the initiation of that individual action or proceeding, to seek recovery of 
its own attorney’s fees. Failure to make such an election precludes any 
entitlement to, or award or, attorney’s fees in favor of any person or the District. 
In no action, administrative proceeding, or special proceeding shall an award of 
attorney’s fees to a prevailing parry exceed the amount of reasonable attorney’s 
fees incurred by the District in the action or proceeding. 

 
 

3080.90 Tree/Parkway Committee: The Tree/Parkway Committee is comprised of two Board 
Members and the General Manager. The President of the Board appoints the members to the 
Committee. The General Manager shall also provide a quarterly report to the Board giving a 
summary of all parkway and median tree plantings, trimmings, inspections and removals. 
 
3080.100 Damage Claims: Claims for damages allegedly caused by parkway or median trees  
should be filed with the District. Such claims will be processed in accordance with District 
 Procedures. 
 
3080.110 Terms; Following are terms as used in this policy: 
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• Manicure Trimming—Ongoing yearly high quality trimming designed to maintain 

the shape and characteristics of the tree (commonly referred to as resort style 
which includes lacing of the canopy). This is not the type of tree trimming as 
performed by the District. 

 
• Aesthetic Trimming (pruning)—Appropriate trimming performed by the District’s 

arborist  designed to maintain the general shape of the tree and eliminating dead, 
damaged or diseased branches and maintaining safety and clearance standards. 

 
• Grid Trimming—Regularly scheduled and ongoing aesthetic trimming on a four 

year cycle performed by the District’s contract Arborist according to a four section 
grid map of Rossmoor. 

 
• Safety Trimming—Performed on an as-needed basis when a tree is identified as 

posing a hazard to property, street traffic or pedestrian traffic. 
 
• Root Pruning—The cutting of roots to facilitate the replacement of curbs, gutters 

or sidewalks. 
 
• Responsible Person—Means any person who violates, or who causes, permits, 

directs, or allows another person to violate, any provisions of this Policy. 
 
3080.120 Challenge the Administrative and Quasi-Judicial Actions of the District-Time in Which 

Actions Must Be Brought: Any action challenging a final administrative order or decision by 
the District made as a result of a proceeding in which by law a hearing is required to be 
given, or evidence is required to be taken, and discretion regarding a final and non-
appealable determination of facts is vested in the District, or in any of its boards, 
commissions, officers or employees must be filed within the time limits set forth in California 
Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094,6 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Adopted:  September 10, 2002 
Approved renumbering & format:  October 10, 2002 
Reaffirmed:  December 10, 2002 
Amended:  December 9, 2003 
Amended:  April 13, 2004 
Amended  October 12, 2004 
Amended: July 12, 2005 
Amended:  December 13, 2005 
Amended:  April 13, 2010 
Amended:  June 14, 2011 
Amended: November 12, 2013 
Readopted by Ordinance 2014-01: January 14, 2014 
Readopted by Ordinance 2015-02: March 10, 2015  
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

AGENDA ITEM H-2 

Date: January 12, 2016 

To: Honorable Board of Directors 

From: General Manager 

Subject: REPORT OF THE TREES/PARKWAYS COMMITTEE RE: RESIDENT REQUEST 
TO REMOVE PARKWAY TREE 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Receive the report of the Trees/Parkways Committee and deny resident’s request 
to remove a parkway tree.  

BACKGROUND: 

Staff has received a request by Ms. Cindy Nelson residing at 3072 Ruth Elaine 
Drive to remove a parkway tree at that location. The matter was presented to the 
Trees/Parkways Committee at their meeting of January 6, 2016. The Committee 
reviewed staff’s recommendation to deny the request and also considered the 
report of West Coast Arborist Rebecca Mejia, ISA Certified Arborist and Qualified 
Assessor. 

The tree has been evaluated as healthy and does not qualify for removal. The tree 
has an estimated value of $9,830. The Committee voted 2-0 to deny the resident’s 
request to remove the tree. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Tree Committee Agenda Item C-3 dated January 6, 2016

2. Board Agenda Item H-1 dated December 8, 2015.
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
 

AGENDA ITEM C-3 
 
 

Date:  January 6, 2016 
 
To:  Trees/Parkways Committee 
 
From:  James Ruth 
 
Subject: DISCUSSION WITH GENERAL MANAGER RE: UPDATE ON CITIZEN 

SERVICE REQUEST FOR TREE REMOVAL: 3072 RUTH ELAINE DR. – 
ARBORIST REPORT RECEIVED 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive the report of the District’s Tree Consultant regarding resident’s requested removal of the 
parkway tree located at 3072 Ruth Elaine Drive; a large, established California Sycamore 
(Platanus racemosa) with an estimated value of $9,830. West Coast Arborist report agrees with 
Tree Consultant Mary Kingman’s findings that tree is healthy and does not pose any specific 
risks.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The parkway tree at this address being a large, established California Sycamore (Platanus 
racemosa) with an estimated value of $9,830. 
10/17/14 - Resident James Nelson put in removal request with OCPW due to sewer issues and 
sap dripping on his boat. 
10/17/14 –Mary Kingman called resident back, unable to leave message. Sent a letter explaining 
tree policy and that sewer issues and sap dripping does not qualify for removal. 
10/24/14 - Mary Kingman talked to resident about plumbing issues. Resident claims that 
plumber assured her that sewer connection was directly under the tree. Mary Kingman told her 
she would need a certified letter from plumber stating this information. Also if tree is cut down 
and connection is not under tree they could be liable for value of tree.   
10/14/15 – Mary Kingman informed by Orange County Public Works that large snapped limb 
over weekend. Mary Kingman inspected tree and state of branch that was cut up by OCPW and 
left taped off at curb for pick-up.  Tree appears healthy with no sign of disease or rot in downed 
limb or tree. Breakage likely caused by weight and changes in temperature combined with 
drought stressed tree. Summer limb drop is a phenomenon that is common occurrence in species.  
10/16/15 – Resident Cindy Nelson came into RCSD office on Wednesday very upset and talked 
to Kathy Bell. Said she was going to sue Tree Consultant, Mary Kingman and the district 
because a large branch came down from the parkway tree and landed on daughter’s car and 
requested that the tree be removed. Mary Kingman called resident back and could not leave 
message as mailbox was full.  
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10/20/15 – Resident Cindy Nelson came in to RSCD office wanting to talk to Mary Kingman. 
Jessica Verduzco informed her Mary was not in today.  She reported that another branch has 
fallen and landed on her car again.  She really wants this tree removed as it is a liability and 
would like to speak with Mary as soon as possible.  She will try you back on 10/21/15 in the 
afternoon.  She said the branch was not that big this time and she can remove it but she did take 
pictures.  
10/26/15 - Resident Cindy Nelson came in to RCSD front office to talk to Mary Kingman. 
Resident threatened to sue her and District for allowing the tree to stay and said she considered 
the tree a deadly weapon. Mary Kingman ordered independent arborist report on tree and will 
inform all General Manager, Tree Committee Board Members and Resident Cindy Nelson of the 
result once report on the tree has been completed.   
11/23/15 – Arborist report received from outside agency, Certified Arborist. Report agrees with 
Tree Consultant Mary Kingman’s findings that tree is healthy and does not pose any specific 
risks.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. WCA Certified Arborist Report
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November 23, 2015 
 
Rossmoor Community District 
ATTN: Mary Kingman   
3001 Blume Drive 
Rossmoor, CA 90720 
 
RE: 3072 Ruth Elaine Drive 
   
Ms. Kingman, 
 
Pursuant to your request this report has been prepared in order to present the findings 
from  my  evaluation  of  the  California  Sycamore  (Platanus  racemosa)  located  at  3072 
Ruth Elaine Drive. The purpose of the evaluation was to assess the general health and 
condition  of  the  tree  and  to  offer  maintenance  recommendations  based  on  those 
findings. The  site was  visited on Monday, November 16, 2015  and  all  comments  and 
discussion that follows are based on my observations while on the site. 

A basic health evaluation and a  level 2  risk assessment were used  for  this evaluation; 
however only my  findings are  included and no actual  risk assessment  forms are being 
provided as part of  this  report. The criteria  for  this  level of assessment  is detailed by 
ANSI  A300  (Part  9)‐2011  Tree  Risk  Assessment,  a.  Tree  Structure  Assessment  and  A 
Photographic Guide to the Evaluation of Hazard Trees (Matheny & Clark) and includes a 
360‐degree ground based visual  inspection of the tree crown, trunk, trunk flare, above 
ground roots, and site conditions around the tree(s).  
 
OBSERVATIONS:  The  tree  in  question  has  a  trunk  diameter  of  36  inches,  is  roughly 
seventy  feet  tall with a  fifty  foot canopy  spread and  is growing  in a  large,  seven  foot 
wide,  irrigated  parkway  (see  Figure  1).  The  canopy  is  symmetrical  and well  balanced 
with a greater than 75% live crown ratio; there is no indication of any significant insect, 
disease, or other pathogen presence (see Figure 2). There are only a very few small dead 
twigs  and/or  branches,  but  nothing  that  is  considered  abnormal  (see  Figure  3).  The 
development of  small dead branches  such  as  that  seen here  is perfectly normal  in  a 
large,  mature  specimen  such  as  this  tree.  This  sycamore  has  great  structure,  is  well 
established  and  appears  to  be  thriving,  contributing  greatly  to  the  esthetics  of  the 
neighborhood. 
 
GENERAL  DISCUSSION:  “Risk  Assessment”  is  a  systematic  process  by  which  the 
evaluator examines observable phenomena and their implications in order to derive an 
estimate  of  “risk”  for  a  given  tree.  The  degree  of  risk  associated  with  any  given 
specimen will  vary over  time  as natural physical  influences  change;  the healthier  the 
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tree  is  overall,  the  better  able  it  is  to  handle  changes  in  its  physical  environment. 
Generally speaking, risk assessment  is used for two reasons. First,  it  is used to  identify 
hazardous situations and  to determine appropriate actions  to mitigate any recognized 
risks.  Second,  is  to  assure  that  the  proper  owner/manager  of  the  tree  that  the 
mechanical  integrity of  the  tree  is acceptable and  that  the  specific  tree  can  safely be 
retained under normal conditions. 
 
SUMMARY: Based on all observable conditions of the subject tree, I can find no reason 
for elevated concern; this tree is healthy and poses no specific risk at this time. There is 
of course a possibility that any of the small dead twigs and/or branches may  fall  from 
the  tree  and  impact  a  target  below  the  tree.  However,  with  a  tree  of  this  size,  the 
development of such material is considered normal and is not a sign of poor or declining 
health. The only maintenance recommendations  I have at this point  is to preserve the 
current cycle of regular scheduled pruning, retaining the overall canopy shape and size, 
and pruning out any dead material as  it  is deemed necessary by management staff. A 
pruning cycle of anywhere from every 3 to 5 years is acceptable for a mature sycamore. 
 
The  intent  of  this  report  was  to  provide  as  complete  and  unbiased  an  opinion  as 
possible with regards to the current health and condition of the tree discussed above.  If 
you have any questions or require additional information, please feel free to contact me 
at (714) 991‐1900 ext., 149. 

 
Respectfully, 

Rebecca Mejia 
Rebecca Mejia 
ISA Certified Arborist #WE‐2355A 
ISA Qualified Risk Assessor #CTRA‐1534 
West Coast Arborists Inc. 
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Figure 1 (top, le ). Showing the subject California 
Sycamore located at 3072 Ruth Elaine Drive.  

 
Figure 2 (top, right). Looking up into the canopy; 

note the nicely spaced limbs and lack of any  
significant diseased or dead material. 

 
Figure 3 (bo om, le ). Showing one of the small, 
dead twigs seen within the canopy. I was able to 

only spot four such branches. The development of 
small dead branches such as that seen here, is  

perfectly normal in a large, mature specimen like 
this tree. 
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West Coast Arborists, Inc. 
2200 E. Via Burton Street, Anaheim, CA 92806  714.991.1900  800.521.3714   Fax 714.956.3745 

 

ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 
 

1. Care has been taken to obtain all information from reliable sources. All data has been verified insofar as 
possible;  however,  the  Consultant  can  neither  guarantee  nor  be  responsible  for  the  accuracy  of 
information  provided  by  others.  Standard  of  Care  has  been  met  with  regards  to  this  project  within 
reasonable and normal conditions. 

 
2. The Consultant will not be required to give testimony or to attend court by reason of this report unless 

subsequent contractual arrangements are made, including payment of an additional fee for such services 
as described in the fee schedule and contract of engagement. 

 
3. Loss or alteration of any part of this report invalidates the entire report. 
 
4. Possession of this report or a copy thereof does not imply right of publication or use for any purpose by 

any other than the person to whom it is addressed, without the prior written consent of the Consultant. 
 
5. This report and any values expressed herein represent the opinion of the Consultant, and the Consultant’s 

fee is in no way contingent upon the reporting of a stipulated result, a specified value, the occurrence of a 
subsequent event, nor upon any finding to be reported.  

 
6. Unless expressed otherwise: 1)  information  contained  in  this  report  covers only  those  items  that were 

examined and  reflects  the  condition of  those  items at  the  time of  inspection; and 2)  the  inspection  is 
limited  to  visual  examination  of  accessible  items  without  dissection,  excavation,  or  coring,  unless 
otherwise stated. There is no warranty or guarantee, expressed or implied, that problems or deficiencies 
of the tree(s) or property in question may not arise in the future. 

 
7. Arborists are  tree  specialists who use  their education, knowledge,  training, and experience  to examine 

trees, recommend measures to enhance the beauty and health of trees, and attempt to reduce the risk of 
living near trees. It is highly recommended that you follow the arborist recommendations; however, you 
may choose to accept or disregard the recommendations and/or seek additional advice. 

 
8. Arborists cannot detect every condition that could possibly lead to the structural failure of a tree.  Trees 

are living organisms that fail in ways we do not fully understand. Conditions are often hidden within trees 
and below ground. Arborists cannot guarantee that a tree will be healthy or safe under all circumstances, 
or for a specific period of time.  

 
9. Any recommendations and/or performed treatments (including, but not limited to, pruning or removal) of 

trees  may  involve  considerations  beyond  the  scope  of  the  arborist’s  services,  such  as  property 
boundaries, property ownership,  site  lines, disputes between neighbors,  and  any other  related  issues. 
Arborists  cannot  take  such  considerations  into  account  unless  complete  and  accurate  information  is 
disclosed  to  the  arborist.    An  arborist  can  then  be  expected  to  consider  and  reasonably  rely  on  the 
completeness and accuracy of the information provided. 

 
10. The author has no personal interest or bias with respect to the subject matter of this report or the parties 

involved.  He/she  has  inspected  the  subject  tree(s)  and  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  all 
statements and information presented in the report are true and correct.  

 
11. Unless  otherwise  stated,  trees  were  examined  using  the  tree  risk  assessment  criteria  detailed  by  the 

International Society of Arboriculture’s publications Best Management Practices – Tree Risk Assessment 
and  the  Tree  Risk  Assessment Manual  and  A  Photographic  Guide  to  the  Evaluation  of  Hazard  Trees 
(Matheny & Clark). 
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

AGENDA ITEM H-1 

Date: December 8, 2015 

To: Honorable Board of Directors 

From: General Manager 

Subject: RESIDENT REQUEST FOR TRIMMING OF STREET TREE BY A PRIVATE 
CERTIFIED ARBORIST 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Deny resident’s request for trimming of a street tree by a private certified 
arborist. 

BACKGROUND: 

Policy No. 5020 Board Meeting Agenda governs the administration of the 
Board’s Meeting Agenda. Section 5020.20 Public Requests provides for 
manner and method for placement of an Agenda Item by a member of the 
public. Ms. Joyce Bloom has submitted a request for trimming of a street 
tree by a private arborist. The request meets the District’s requirements for 
placement of an Agenda Item. 

Policy No. 3080 Parkway and Rossmoor Median Tree Maintenance, Section 
3080.11 prohibits the pruning of a street tree by a person or their agents. 
Section 3080.30 Tree Trimming and Protection specifies that trees shall be 
trimmed by the District to maintain safety and clearance standards 
established by the County. Granting a resident the authority to trim a tree, 
regardless of the use of a certified arborist, would not guarantee that the 
tree would be trimmed in accordance with specified District and County 
standards. It is therefore, recommended that the request be denied. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Letter dated November 20, 2015 from Ms. Joyce Bloom re: Request to
Trim a Street Tree by a Certified Arborist. 

2. Policy No. 5020 Board Meeting Agenda.

3. Policy No. 3080 Parkway and Rossmoor Way Median Tree Maintenance.
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AGENDA 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FINANCING CORPORATION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

RUSH PARK 
3021 Blume Drive 

Rossmoor, California 
 

Tuesday, January 12, 2016 
7:00 p.m. (see Call to Order) 

 
 
A. ORGANIZATION 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. (immediately following adjournment of 
the Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors of 
the Rossmoor Community Services District) 

 

2.       ROLL CALL: Board Members Burgess, Casey, DeMarco, 
Maynard,  

 President Kahlert 
3.      PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

4. MINUTES:  
 

a. Regular Meeting of January 13, 2015. (Information only). 
 
b. Special Meeting of December 8, 2015. 

 

5.      PRESENTATIONS:  None. 
 
6. ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
 

a. President. 
b. Vice President. 

 

B. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA 
 

In accordance with Section 54954.2(b)(2) of the Government Code (Brown Act), action 
may be taken on items not on the agenda, which was distributed, if: 
 

 A majority of the Board determines by formal vote that an emergency exists 
per Section 5494.5 (work stoppage or crippling disaster which severely impairs 
public health and/or safety); or 

 

 Two-thirds (2/3) of the Board formally votes or, if less than 2/3 of members 
are present, all of the Board members present vote, that there is a need to take 
immediate action, which need arose after the agenda was posted. 

 

C. PUBLIC FORUM 
 

Any person may address the Board of Directors at this time upon any subject within 
the jurisdiction of the Rossmoor Community Services District; however, any matter 
that requires action may be referred to Staff at the discretion of the Board for a 
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report and action at a subsequent Board meeting. 
 

D.       REPORTS TO THE BOARD – None. 
 

E. CONSENT CALENDAR – None. 
 

Consent items are expected to be routine and non-controversial, to be acted upon by 
the Board of Directors at one time.  If any Board member requests that an item be 
removed from the Consent Calendar, it shall be removed by the President so that it 
may be acted upon separately. 
 

F.  PUBLIC HEARING – None.            
 
G.        RESOLUTIONS   
 

1. RESOLUTION NO.16-01-13-1. A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS 
FINANCING CORPORATION ELECTING OFFICERS, APPOINTING COUNSEL AND 
SECRETARY/CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO THE CORPORATION AND 
DESIGNATING THE TIME AND PLACE FOR THE HOLDING OF REGULAR 
MEETINGS OF THE BOARD. 

 
H.       BIDS, CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS - None. 
 
I.         ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS – None. 
 
J. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS – None. 
 

This part of the Agenda is reserved for the General Manager to provide information to 
the Board on issues that are not on the Agenda, and/or to inform the Board that 
specific items may be placed on a future Agenda.  No Board action may be taken on 
these items that are not on the Agenda. 

 
K. BOARD MEMBER ITEMS 
 

This part of the Agenda is reserved for Board members to discuss issues that are not 
on the Agenda, and/or to request that specific items be placed on a future Agenda.  
No Board action may be taken on these items that are not on the Agenda. 
 

L. CLOSED SESSION – None. 
 

The Board may, from time to time, adjourn to a Closed Session to consider the 
following items, which deal with litigation, personnel matters, or to discuss with legal 
counsel matters within the attorney-client privilege, pursuant to applicable sections of 
the Government Code. 
 

M. ADJOURNMENT 
 

It is the intention of the Rossmoor Community Services District to comply with the 
Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) in all respects.  If, as an attendee or a 
participant at this meeting, you will need special assistance beyond what is normally 
provided, the District will attempt to accommodate you in every reasonable manner. 
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Please contact the District Office at (562) 430-3707 at least forty-eight (48) hours 
prior to the meeting to inform us of your particular needs and to determine if 
accommodation is feasible.  Please advise us at that time if you will need 
accommodations to attend or participate in meetings on a regular basis. 
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
 

PUBLIC IMPROVENENTS FINANCING CORPORATION 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM A-4a 
 
 

Date: January 12, 2016 
 

To: Honorable Board of Directors 
 

From: General Manager 
 

Subject: MINUTES:  REGULAR MEETING OF JANUARY 13, 2015 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Review the Minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 13, 2015. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The report reflects the actions of the Board at their Regular Meeting of 
January 13, 2015, previously approved on February 10, 2015.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Minutes - Regular Meeting of January 13, 2015. 
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                                                                    MINUTES 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FINANCING CORPORATION 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

RUSH PARK 
3021 Blume Drive 

Rossmoor, California 
 

Tuesday, January 13, 2015 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A.    ORGANIZATION 

 1.   CALL TO ORDER:  By President Maynard at 9:10 P.M. 

 2.   ROLL CALL:  Directors Burgess, Casey, DeMarco, Kahlert 
                                        President Maynard. 
  
 3.   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 4.  MINUTES: 

      a.  Regular meeting of January 14, 2014 

The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 14, 2014 were received and filed as 
submitted for informational purposes, since approved the prior year. 
 

5.  PRESENTATIONS – None 
 

6.  ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

The General Manager requested nominations for office of President of the Corporation. 
Motion by Director Maynard, Seconded by Director DeMarco to nominate President 
Bill Kahlert as President of the Corporation. A roll call vote was taken. Motion to elect 
President Bill Kahlert as President of the Public Improvements Financing Corporation 
passed 5-0. 
 

The President requested nominations for the office of Vice President of the 
Corporation. Motion by Director Maynard, seconded by Director Casey to nominate 
First Vice President Tony DeMarco as Vice President of the Corporation. A roll call 
vote was taken. Motion to elect First Vice President Tony DeMarco as Vice President 
of the Public Improvements Financing Corporation passed 5-0. 
 

The President requested nominations to appoint General Manager, James D. Ruth as 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Corporation and to appoint Jenkins & Hogin as District 
General Counsel. A roll call vote was taken. Motion to to appoint General Manager, 

1 
Page 6 of 23



 

James D. Ruth as Secretary and Treasurer of the Corporation and to appoint Jenkins & 
Hogin as District General Counsel passed 5-0. 

 

B. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA - None 

C. PUBLIC FORUM – None  

 D.    REPORTS TO THE BOARD - None 

E. CONSENT CALENDAR - None 

F. PUBLIC HEARING  - None 

G. RESOLUTIONS   

1. RESOLUTION NO. 15-01-13-1, A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS OF THE ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FINANCING CORPORATION ELECTING 
OFFICERS, APPOINTING COUNSEL AND SECRETARY/CHIEF FINANCIAL 
OFFICER TO THE CORPORATION AND DESIGNATING THE TIME AND 
PLACE FOR THE HOLDING OF REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE BOARD. 

 

Approve by roll call vote, Resolution No. 15-01-13-1, directing the General Manager to 
include the names of the newly elected officers and appointees, and by reading the title 
only and waiving further reading as follows: 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-01-13-1, A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS OF THE ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FINANCING CORPORATION ELECTING 
OFFICERS, APPOINTING COUNSEL AND SECRETARY/CHIEF FINANCIAL 
OFFICER TO THE CORPORATION AND DESIGNATING THE TIME AND 
PLACE FOR THE HOLDING OF REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE BOARD. 
 

Motion by Director Casey, seconded by Director DeMarco to approve Resolution No. 
15-01-13-1. Motion to approve Resolution No. 15-01-13-1 unanimously passed by roll 
call vote, 5-0. 
 

H.   BIDS, CONTRACTS, AND AGREEMENTS - None 

I. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS - None                                                     

J. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS - None 

K. BOARD MEMBER ITEMS  - None 

L.     CLOSED SESSION - None 

M. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion by Director Casey, seconded by Director Kahlert, to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 
p.m.   Motion passed 5-0. 

  

SUBMITTED BY: 
 

 

James D. Ruth 
Secretary 
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
 

PUBLIC IMPROVENENTS FINANCING CORPORATION 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM A-4b 
 
 

Date: January 12, 2016 
 

To: Honorable Board of Directors 
 

From: General Manager 
 

Subject: MINUTES:  SPECIAL MEETING OF DECEMBER 8, 2015 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Review and approve the Minutes of the Corporation’s Special Meeting 
of December 8, 2015. 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The report reflects the actions of the Corporation at their Special 
Meeting of December 8, 2015. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Minutes - Special Meeting of December 8, 2015. 
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                                                                            MINUTES 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FINANCING CORPORATION 
                                                               

REGULAR MEETING 
 

RUSH PARK 
3021 Blume Drive 

Rossmoor, California 
 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

A.    ORGANIZATION  

 1.  CALL TO ORDER: By President Kahlert at 8:02 P.M. 

2.  ROLL CALL:   Directors Burgess, Casey, DeMarco, Maynard 
 President Kahlert 

 
3.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

4.  MINUTES:  

a. Regular Meeting of January 14, 2014. (Information Only) Item A-4 a. was received and filed. 

5. PRESENTATIONS—None  
 

B. ADDITIONS TO AGENDA—None  
 
C. PUBLIC FORUM—None  
 
D. REPORTS TO THE CORPORATION—None  
 
E. CONSENT CALENDAR—None  

 
F. PUBLIC HEARING—None  

 
G. RESOLUTIONS: 

 
1. RESOLUTION NO. 15-12-08-01  A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

OF THE ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT FOR THE EARLY 
RETIREMENT OF ROSSMOOR WALL CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION IN 
2016. (Information Only-Official Notice to the Corporation of action taken by the Board) 

 
Item G-1 was received and filed. 

 
H. REGULAR CALENDAR: 

 
1. NOTICE TO THE CORPORATION FROM THE ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY   
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    SERVICES DISTRICT OF ITS INTENT TO RETIRE OUTSTANDING    
   CERTIFICATES OF PARTICIPATION AND REQUESTING APPROVAL BY THE  
   CORPORATION OF AN  AMENDMENT TO THE INSTALLMENT SALE  
   AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE PARTIES TO AMEND ARTICLE X, SECTION 10.02  
   OF SAID AGREEMENT TO DELETE 60 DAY NOTIFICATION PERIOD. 
 
Recommendation to adopt Amendment 1 of the Installment Sale Agreement Dated May 1, 1998 
by and Between the Rossmoor Community Services District Public Improvements Corporation, 
as Seller, and the Rossmoor Community Services District as Purchaser and Provide the Trustee 
all the Necessary Documents and Final Payment to Conclude a Final Action on February 2, 
2016. 
 
The General Manager reported that The Board of Directors of the Rossmoor Community 
Services District desires to retire early, Certificates of Participation (COP’s) for the Rossmoor 
Wall. In order for that to occur on February 2, 2016, the District’s Board has adopted a resolution 
which memorializes their actions at the December 8, 2015 regular meeting of the Board. The 
resolution is a part of this agenda for information purposes only. 
 
In order for the proposed action to occur on the stated date, the Corporation must approve an 
amendment to the Installment Sale Agreement deleting the 60 day notice from the District to the 
Corporation of the proposed early retirement of the COP’s. 
 
Attached is an amendment prepared by General Counsel for the Corporations adoption. Once 
approved, the District will provide the Trustee with all the necessary documents and final 
payment to conclude a final transaction on February 2, 2016. 
 
Motion by Director Maynard, seconded by Director DeMarco to adopt Amendment 1 of the 
Installment Sale Agreement Dated May 1, 1998 by and Between the Rossmoor Community 
Services District Public Improvements Corporation, as Seller, and the Rossmoor Community 
Services District as Purchaser and Provide the Trustee all the Necessary Documents and Final 
Payment to Conclude a Final Transaction on February 2, 2016. Motion passed 5-0. 

 
 

I. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS—None  
 
J. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS—None  
 
K. BOARD MEMBER ITEMS—None  

 

L. CLOSED SESSION—None  
 
M. ADJOURNMENT—None  

 

Motion by Director Maynard, seconded by Director Casey to adjourn the regular meeting at 8:15 p.m. 
Motion passed 5-0. 
 
 
SUBMITTED BY: 
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James D. Ruth 
General Manager 
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ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

 

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FINANCING CORPORATION 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM A-6. a, b 
 

Date: January 12, 2016  
 
To:           Honorable Board of Directors 
 
From: General Manager 
 
Subject: ELECTION OF OFFICERS:  PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT 

AND MAKING APPOINTMENTS 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Board of Directors of the Rossmoor Community Services 
District Public Improvements Financing Corporation (the 
“Corporation”) have certain Officers of the Rossmoor Community 
Services District (RCSD) Board for the year 2016 serve in the same 
capacity on the Board of the Rossmoor Community Services District 
Public Improvements Financing Corporation and that the Corporation 
elect officers and make appointments to the Corporation.  
 
It is recommended that General Manager James D. Ruth be appointed 
as Secretary and Chief Financial Officer and that the law firm of Jones 
& Mayer, LLP be appointed as General Counsel of the Corporation. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Bylaws of the Rossmoor Community Services District Public 
Improvements Financing Corporation, Section 5.01 and Section 5.02 
provide for the number and qualifications of officers, as well as 
election and term of office.   
 
The current Corporation officers are as follows: 
 
          William Kahlert, President 
 

Tony DeMarco, Vice President 
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The Corporation bylaws Section 5.07 and Section 5.08 also call for the 
appointment of a Secretary and Chief Financial Officer of the 
Corporation. 
 
The current Corporation appointees are as follows: 
 

Secretary and Chief Financial Officer, James D. Ruth 
 

Counsel, Jones & Mayer, LLC 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1.  Bylaws of Rossmoor Community Services District Public 

Improvements Financing Corporation. 
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4OSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
 

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FINANCING CORPORATION 
 

AGENDA ITEM G-1 
 

Date: January 12, 2016  
 
To: Honorable Board of Directors 
 
From: General Manager 
 
Subject: RESOLUTION NO. 16-01-12-1, A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS OF THE ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FINANCING CORPORATION ELECTING 
OFFICERS, APPOINTING  COUNSEL AND SECRETARY/CHIEF 
FINANCIAL OFFICER TO THE CORPORATION AND DESIGNATING 
THE TIME AND PLACE FOR THE HOLDING OF REGULAR MEETINGS 
OF THE BOARD. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Approve by roll call vote, Resolution No. 16-01-12-1, directing the General 
Manager to include the names of the newly elected officers and appointees, 
and by reading the title only and waiving further reading as follows: 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE ROSSMOOR 
COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FINANCING 
CORPORATION ELECTING OFFICERS, APPOINTING COUNSEL AND 
SECRETARY/CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO THE CORPORATION AND 
DESIGNATING THE TIME AND PLACE FOR THE HOLDING OF REGULAR 
MEETINGS OF THE BOARD. 
 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The Bylaws of the Rossmoor Community Services District Public 
Improvements Financing Corporation, Section 5.01 and Section 5.02 describe 
the number and qualifications of officers, as well as the election and term of 
office.  Section 3.04 describes regular meetings of the Board of Directors. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Resolution No. 16-01-12-1. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 16-01-12-1 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
THE ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS FINANCING CORPORATION 
ELECTING OFFICERS, APPOINTING COUNSEL AND SECRETARY/CHIEF 

FINANCIAL OFFICER TO THE CORPORATION AND  
DESIGNATING THE TIME AND PLACE FOR THE HOLDING  

OF REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE BOARD. 
 

 The Board of Directors of the Rossmoor Community Services District Public 
Improvements Financing Corporation (the “Corporation”) DOES HEREBY RESOLVE 
as follows: 
 
 Section 1.  That pursuant to the Bylaws of the Corporation, Section 5.01 and 
Section 5.02, the following officers are elected by the Board of Directors to hold the 
offices set forth opposite their respective names: 
 
 Name Office  
 
  President 
  Vice President  
 James D. Ruth Secretary and Chief Financial Officer 
 
 Section 2. That Jones & Mayer, LLP is hereby appointed as counsel to the 
Corporation. 
 
 Section 3. That the regular meeting of the Board of Directors of this 
Corporation be held on the second Tuesday of January in each year at the conclusion of 
the RCSD Board of Directors’ meeting at the District Chambers of the Rossmoor 
Community Services District, 3021 Blume Drive, Rossmoor, California 90720. 
 
 Section 4. This Resolution shall take effect from and after its date of 
adoption. 
 
 ADOPTED, SIGNED AND APPROVED THIS 12th day of January 2016. 

 
 

__________________________________ 
  , President 
                                       Rossmoor Community Services District 
                                                                                Public Improvements Financing Corporation 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________________ 
James D. Ruth, Secretary 
Rossmoor Community Services District 
Public Improvements Financing Corporation 
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