
AGENDA 
 

ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
 

TREE COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

RUSH PARK 
Administration Building 

3001 Blume Drive 
Rossmoor, California 

 
Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

8:00 a.m.  
 

 
A. ORGANIZATION 
 
               1.  CALL TO ORDER: 8:00 a.m. 
 
 2.  ROLL CALL: Directors DeMarco, Nitikman 
 
 3.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 4. PRESENTATIONS:  None 
 
B.             PUBLIC FORUM 
 

Any person may address the members of the Trees/Parks/Facilities Committee at this time upon 
any subject within the jurisdiction of the Trees/Parks/Facilities Committee of the Rossmoor 
Community Services District. 

 
C. REGULAR CALENDAR 
 

1. WEST COAST ARBORIST CONTRACT RENEWAL FOR TREE SERVICES  
2.  RESIDENT TREE REMOVAL REQUEST 

 
 
D.          ADJOURNMENT 





ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
 

AGENDA ITEM C-1 
 

 

Date: May 23, 2018 

To: Trees/Parkways Committee 

From: General Manager 

Subject: Contract Renewal for West Coast Arborist, Inc. for Tree 
Services 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

RCSD General Manager recommends that RCSD renew a three-year contract with 
West Coast Arborist, Inc. (WCA) for tree services including. Services under the 
contract would include: yearly grid trimming of one of four RCSD districts, off-grid 
trimming for safety and clearance issues and young tree crown shaping, tree 
planting, park tree removals, tree health care and emergency call-outs for trees in 
RCSD parks that do not fall under County jurisdiction. The contract period would 
be for three years, commencing on July 1, 2018, with three one-year options upon 
mutual consent. WCA proposes to hold the rates the same for the first two fiscal 
years.  After such time, they propose a cost adjustment provision based on 
Consumer Price Index for the Los Angeles-Orange-Riverside region.  

BACKGROUND 
 

For the past 15 years, West Coast Arborist, Inc. has proven to be a reliable 
contractor, providing RCSD with outstanding customer service and special 
attention. Pruning, planting and tree removal work is properly performed, 
following guidelines set forth from the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) 
and standards set forth by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI). The 
online inventory system and application provided by WCA has proved an 
invaluable tool for maintaining the urban forest of Rossmoor. The existing contract 
with WCA is scheduled to expire on June 30, 2018. Before RCSD’s last contract 
renewal in 2015, there had not been a price increase implemented by WCA since 
2009. Due to an increase in prevailing wages set forth by The California 
Department of Industrial Relations, RCSD prices were increased by 7% for 2015-
2016 and 2016-2017 fiscal years with a 6% increase for 2017-2018. As our current 
contract was set to be renewed, WCA informed RCSD that another price increase 



was necessary. RCSD staff carefully reviewed recently awarded contracts from 
several cities of similar size for price and work comparison and it was determined 
that the best option would be to ‘piggy-back’ on the City of Duarte’s award contract 
prices. ‘Piggy-backing’ on a recent competitive procurement process by another 
local city is also known as Cooperative Purchasing and is allowed by the California 
Public Contract Code.  

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

The current Fiscal Year 2017-2018 RCSD Budget for Department 80 Parkway Trees 
allows $108,500 for Contract Services and Tree Planting. As of May 16, 2018, a 
total of $98,566 had been spent on tree services. The projected annual budgeted 
contract cost is estimated to be $110,000-$115,000 with a mid-line estimate of 
$112,500. The estimated contract cost of $112,500 would require a budget 
adjustment of $4000, which is an increase of 3.697%.  

ATTACHMENTS:  
 

1. WCA Proposal to RCSD 
2. WCA Proposed Price Schedule for RCSD 
3. WCA Current Price Schedule for RCSD 
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Rossmoor Community District
Tree Maintenance Services- 2018-2021

West Coast Arborists, Inc.

Proposed
Item Description Unit Unit Prices

1 Grid Tree Trimming                                                  Each                       72.00$      

Aesthetic/Service Request Each                        
2 0-6" dbh Each                       50.00$      
3 7-12" dbh Each                       90.00$      
4 12-18" dbh Each                       150.00$    
5 19-24" dbh Each                       190.00$    
6 25-36" dbh Each                       250.00$    
7 37" dbh & over Each                       300.00$    

8 Block Tree Trimming Each 145.00$    

9 Queen Palm Trimming Each 50.00$      
10 Mexican Fan Plam Trimming Each 70.00$      
11 Date Palm Trimming Each 190.00$    
12 Tree & Stump Removal 0-24" dbh Each 570.00$    
13 Tree & Stump Removal over 25" dbh Each 970.00$    
14 Stump Only Removal                                               Each 190.00$    
15 Tree Planting - 15-gallon tree Each 160.00$    
16 Tree Planting - 24-inch box tree Each 320.00$    
17 Tree Planting - 36-inch box tree Each 870.00$    
18 Tree Watering Day 640.00$    
19 Crew Rental - 3-men with equipment                      Hour 240.00$    
20 Crew Rental - 2-men with equipment                      Hour 160.00$    
21 Crew Rental - 1-man with equipment                      Hour 80.00$      
22 Specialty Equipment Hour 150.00$    
23 Emergency Crew Rental                                          Hourly 291.00$    
24 Tree Inventory Software Annually -$          
25 GPS Tree Inventory Updates Tree Site 4.00$        
26 Ficus Tree Trimming Each 350.00$    

Grid Trimming: Grid tree trimming is based on tree trimming in pre-designed districts, or
grids on a set cycle and includes all trees (small, medium and large-sized.) Trees are not 
excluded from the Grid.

Block Tree Trimming: Block tree trimming consists of trimming trees along a block segment or
"run" as designated by the City. This is different from “Grid Trimming” where all trees are prune
 (small, medium and large-sized) within a grid or district.
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Rossmoor Community Services District
Price Schedule for Fiscal Years 2015-16, 2016-17, & 2017-18

Tree Maintenance Services

Current Proposed Proposed Proposed
Unit Unit Prices Unit Prices Unit Prices

Item Description Unit Prices FY15-16 FY16-17 FY17-18

1 Tree Pruning 0-6" dsh Each              30.30$     32.40$           34.65$          36.75$          
2 Tree Pruning 7-18" Each              41.50$     44.40$           47.50$          50.35$          
3 Tree Pruning over 18" dsh Each              64.00$     68.50$           73.30$          77.70$          
4 Palm Pruning 0-30 ft. Each              17.00$     18.20$           19.50$          20.65$          
5 Palm Pruning over 30 ft. Each              28.20$     30.15$           32.25$          34.20$          
6 Tree and Stump Removal                        Inch                14.50$     15.50$           16.60$          17.60$          
7 Tree Only Removal Inch                10.10$     10.80$           11.55$          12.25$          
8 Stump Only Removal Inch                4.60$       4.90$             5.25$            5.55$            
9 Plant 15 gallon tree w/out RB                   Each              89.90$     89.90$           89.90$          89.90$          

10 Plant 15 gallon tree with RB                     Each              106.70$    106.70$         106.70$        106.70$        
11 Plant 24" Box tree w/o RB                        Each              179.60$    179.60$         179.60$        179.60$        
12 Plant 24" Box tree with RB                       Each              218.70$    218.70$         218.70$        218.70$        
13 Specialty Plant 15 gallon tree w/out RB   Each              123.30$    123.30$         123.30$        123.30$        
14 Specialty Plant 15 gallon tree with RB      Each              140.50$    140.50$         140.50$        140.50$        
15 Specialty Plant 24" Box tree w/o RB        Each              246.90$    246.90$         246.90$        246.90$        
16 Specialty Plant 24" Box tree with RB        Each              286.10$    286.10$         286.10$        286.10$        
17 Crew Rental - 3 man crew                        Hourly 106.20$    N/A N/A N/A
18 Crew Rental - 2 man crew                        Hourly 106.20$    106.20$         113.60$        120.40$        
19 Emergency Crew Rental                          Hourly 224.70$    224.70$         224.70$        224.70$        
20 Watering                                                  Day                291.60$    291.60$         291.60$        291.60$        
21 Small Tree Care Day                450.00$    450.00$         450.00$        450.00$        

For FY15-16 pricesin bold reflect a 7% increase .
For FY16-17, prices in bold reflect a 7% increase .
For FY17-18, prices in bold reflect a 6% increase .

Current prices have been in place since July 2009.

ldeering
Typewritten Text
Attachment 3



ROSSMOOR COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT 
 

AGENDA ITEM C-2 
 

Date: May 23, 2018 

To: Trees/Parkways Committee 

From: General Manager 

Subject: Resident Tree Removal Request – 11451 Wembley Rd. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 

RCSD General Manager recommends that the Tree Committee review and respond 
to a request from resident Ann Pray to remove the parkway tree in front of her 
home.   

BACKGROUND 
 

On April 25, 2018 RHA President Bev Houghton contacted District Tree Consultant 
Mary Kingman regarding a request from Rossmoor resident Ann Pray at 11451 
Wembley Rd. to have the parkway tree in front of her home removed due to 
seedling growth in her front lawn caused by the tree’s seeds.  The tree is a 
Koelreuteria bipinnata, commonly known as Chinese Flame. The tree is 
approximately 10 years old and has an estimated value of $4890.00. Rossmoor has 
374 trees of this species currently planted in parkways and parks.  Mary Kingman 
inspected the tree and found it to be healthy and did observe the seedling growth 
in the lawn.  Since the tree did not qualify for removal under RCSD Tree Protection 
Policy 3080, the removal request was denied and a letter was sent to Ms. Pray 
explaining this decision and the reason behind it, along with a copy of RCSD Policy 
3080. Ms. Pray responded with a letter, dated May 2, 2018 and addressed to the 
Board of Directors. RCSD General Manager James Ruth has referred the matter to 
the RCSD Tree Committee for review. 

ATTACHMENTS:  
 

1. RCSD Removal Request Denial Letter 
2. Response Letter from Ann Pray 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
April 25, 2018 
 
Ann Pray 
11451 Wembley Rd. 
Rossmoor, CA 90720 
 
Re: Parkway Tree 
 
Dear Ms. Pray, 
 
This letter is in response to your request made for the inspection of the parkway tree in front of your 
home. The tree is a Chinese Flame tree that is approximately 10 years old and has an estimated value of 
$4890.00.  Rossmoor has 374 of this species of tree planted in its parkways and parks.  
 
Upon inspection, I did observe seedling growth from the tree in your front lawn. The tree species does 
have the tendency to produce seedlings and a well-fertilized and well-watered lawn such as yours will 
promote heavier volunteer growth. While I understand your frustration over this matter, the tree does not 
qualify the tree for removal under RCSD’s Tree Protection Policy 3080, which I have attached.  
 
Since the seedlings will not live without foliage, adjusting the height of the lawn mower to a lower 
setting will help to remove the leafy tops of the seedlings and discourage more from growing. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Mary Kingman 
RCSD Tree Consultant 
ISA Certified Arborist #WE-11440A 
mkingman@rossmoor-csd.org 
www.rossmoor-csd.org 
 

mailto:ldeering@rossmoor-csd.org
http://www.rossmoor-csd.org/
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